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Hindu  in  His  Costume 


Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 

American  Mennonite  Mission 

DHAMTARI,  C.  P.  INDIA 
From  April  1,  1914  to  March  31,  1915 


FIFTEEN    YEARS    OF    OUR    MISSION    WORK    IN 

INDIA 


M.   C.   Lapp. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  go  into  de-tails  and  keep  with- 
in the  limit  of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  words, 
however  I  'shall  try  and  give  as  much  in  as  few  words  on 
this  subject  as  possible. 

Our  first  missionaries  J.  A.  Ressler,  Dr.  and  Sister 
W.  B.  Page  arrived  in  Bombay  on  March  24,  1899. 
After  considerable  traveling,  and  a  number  of  missions 
were  vi'sited,  much  investigation  .was  made  as  to  a 
location,  and  after  careful  and  prayerful  consideration 
Dhamtari  was  chosen.  Rev.  Andrew  Stoll  of  Raipur  gave 
much  valuable  assistance  in  the  location  of  the  American 
Mennonite  Mission's  first  station  at  Dhamtari.  The  pion- 
eers of  this  work  took  possession  of  and  established  the 
first  mission  station,  Sunderganj,  at  Dhamtari  on  Nov. 
22,  1899. 

The  Lord  led  the  Church  at  home  in  sending  our 
first   missionaries  to   India  just  in   time  to   share  in   the 


distribution  of  famine  relief,  in  the  memorable  year  1900, 
when    thousands   of   souls   perished   from   hunger. 

The  government  officials  entrusted  the  missionaries 
with  funds  and  grain,  making  them  responsible  for  many 
villages  in  which  public  kitchens  were  operated  from 
which  thousands  were  fed  who  otherwise  would  have 
perished.  All  this  meant  a  tremendous  amount  of  work 
and  responsibility  for  the  missionaries,  and  being  new 
in  the  country,  and  living  in  very  unsatisfactory  quarters 
they  suffered  very  much  as  a  result.  Brother  Page  fell 
ill  and  sister  Page  and  Brother  Ressler  became  very  much 
reducted  in  strength.  However,  thru  the  hardships  and 
suffering  of  these  pioneers  the  way  was  opened,  and 
influence  was  gained  among  the  Indian  people,  and 
among  the  government  officials  to  suc'h  an  extent  that 
it  will  be  felt  as  long  as  the  mission  stands. 

Foundations  were  laid,  for  buildings  to  be  erected 
upon,  in  which  the  orphans  were  to  be  accommodated, 
medical  work  carried  on,  industrial  work  started,  educa- 
tional advantage  developed,  and  for  comfortable  living 
quarters  for  the  missionaries. 

Foundations  were  laid  for  the  organization  of  the 
American  Mennonite  Mission,  and  for  the  Mennonite 
Church  of  India,  the  evangelizing  of  the  Indian  People, 
and  for  giving  Bible  instruction  and  training  the  Indian 
Christian  workers.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
mission  to  the  present  time  the  missionaries  have  tried 
hard  to  teach  the  people  to  become  good  citizens  and  re- 
main loyal  to  the  government,  and  that  being  a  Christian 
does  not  mean  loyalty  to  God  and  disloyalty  to  the  gov- 
ernment, but  that,  being  a  true  Christian  also  means  being 
a  true  citizen,  and  this  method  of  teaching  has  gained 
influence  among  government  officials  for  the  mission. 

The  orphanage  was  opened  with  16  inmates  and  in 
less  then  two  years  the  number  grew  to  480,  from  among 
these  many  died  having  been  so  reduced  because  of  hun- 
ger.     After    Brother    and    Sister    Page    had    returned    to 
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America  because  of  his  ill  hearth,  Brother  Ressler  was 
left  alone  with  all  this  work  and  responsibility,  which 
must  have  been  very  discouraging  to  him,  but  God  soon 
raised  up  others  to  come  and  assist.  Brother  and  Sister 
Burkhard  came  in  1900  and  the  writer  and  wife  in  1901. 

As  the  orphans  grew  and  the  work  expanded"  it  was 
necessary  to  open  another  mission  station,  a  location 
was  decided  upon  and  the  land  secured,  and  kind  friends 
of  the  mission  in  America  sent  money  that  buildings 
miight  be  erected,  and  on  the  28  of  May,  1903,  the  orphan 
girls  were  moved  to  the  Rudri  Station,  where  they  lived 
very  happy  for  some  years. 

We  have  now  considered  the  founding  of  the  work, 
let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  results.  Some  years  ago 
when  the  size  of  the  field  was  considered  an  imaginary 
line  was  drawn  half  way  between  our  neighboring  mis- 
sionaries and  our  mission  and  it  was  estimated  that  with- 
in these  boundries  there  resided  over  a  million  people, 
which  was  no  doubt  correct,  but  since  that  time  mis- 
sionaries of  other  societies  have  been  working  in  from 
these  boundries  and  therefore  our  field  is  considerably 
smaller  then  it  was  in  those  days,  however  we  have  at 
present  about  one  half  million  people..  When  the  first 
missionaries  came  to  Dhamtari  there  were  3  in  number, 
now  there  are  including  those  on  furlough  and  under 
appointment   20. 

The  mission  was  opened  with  2  Christian  workers 
(Indians)  at  present  there  are  80  Indian  Christian  work- 
ers. 

When  the  evangelistic  work  was  started  in  this  field 
there  were  2  Christians,  and  these  were  workers ;  at 
present  there  are  over  500,  and  children  of  Indian  Chris- 
tians about  175.  We  now  have  a  well  organized  Menno- 
nite  Conference,  Quarterly  meetings  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Christian  workers,  Ordained  deacons  to  assist  in  the 
different  congregations,  industrial  shop  and  agriculture 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Christian  community,  3  church 
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buildings,  extensive  medical  work  carried  on  by  a  well 
qualified  doctor  in  charge,  and  we  'have  the  prospects  of 
a  lady  doctor  joining  our  ranks  in  the  near  future. 
Whereas  all  the  business  of  the  mission  in  former  years 
was  transacted  in  monthly  business  meetings  we  now 
meet  quarterly  and  the  bulk  of  the  business  is  done  thru 
committees  which  is  far  more  satisfactory.  Fifteen  years 
ago  there  was  but  one  mission  station,  at  present  there 
are  four  well  established  stations  the  fifth  is  having 
buildings  constructed  on  it,  and  for  the  sixth  land  is 
promised. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  out  stations  where 
Indian  Christian  workers  are  located.  As  we  come  in 
contact  with  the  people  in  the  different  districts  of  our 
field  we  can  see  that  during  the  past  years  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  change  in  their  attitude  toward  Chris- 
tianity. We  largely  attribute  the  present  organization, 
and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  work,  to  the  solid  founda- 
tion which  was  laid  when  the  American  Mennonite  Mis- 
sion was  founded.  We  are  most  grateful  to  our  heavenly 
Father  for  the  spirit  of  unity  which  exists  among  the 
missionaries,  and  among  the  Indian  fellow  workers,  and 
for  the  deep  interest  which  t'he  Church  in  America  and 
Canada  is  continually  manifesting  in  the  work,  and  for 
the  untiring  interest  of  the  Mission  Board. 


EXTENSION    DURING    THE    YEAR 


Geo.  J.  Lapp. 


Evangelism  always  implies  extension.  With  the 
burden  for  souls  which  any  honest,  earnest  Christian, 
by  virtue  of  the  new  birth  and  his  nearness  to  Christ, 
naturally  has,  there  naturally  comes  into  his  heart  the 
question  as  to  how  he  can  best  reach  those  for  whom  he 
is  burdened.  Not  every  one  can  become  a  foreign  mis- 
sionary  although   all    should   have    the   burden    for   those 
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poor  souls  who  are  groping  in  the  awful  darkness  of 
heathendom.  All  can  by  their  prayers  and  means  aid 
in  reaching  those  souls.  The  part  you  play  indirectly 
has  as  much  to  do  in  winning  souls  as  the  part  the 
missionaries  do  directly.  Even  the  missionary  cannot 
directly  reach  every  soul  for  whom  he  is  burdened.  He 
must  be  of  as  much  use  as  possible  in  preaching  to  all 
he  can  and  also  in  helping  to  direct  as  many  native  agents 
as  (he  possibly  can  in  order  to  help  Christ  multiply 
Himself  as  many  times  as  possible  among  the  people.  The 
thousands  of  people  who  are  reached  each  year  in  our 
district  alone  could  not  be  reached  if  the  missionaries 
had  to  do  all  the  work  themselves.  Much  of  the  time  is 
put  in  directing  the  work  of  those  consecrated  native 
workers  who  live  out  in  villages  among  the  people  and 
use  every  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  multitude,  to  the 
family  or  to  the  single  individual  by  the  wayside. 

The  spirit  of  evangelism  has  taken  hold  of  our 
Indian  Church.  Hindi  literature  of  an  evangelistic  nature 
has  been  printed,  such  as  biograghical  studies  of  Indian 
men  and  women  of  God  who  became  believers  and 
workers  under  severe  persecutions  and  great  hardships. 
Many  of  our  brethren  and  sisters  have  been  reading  such 
books.  They  'have  also  come  to  know  the  real  sacrifices 
that  had  to  'be  made  by  foreign  missionaries  in  order  that 
they  might  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Truth.  They 
have  been  touched  by  the  great  sacrifice  made  on  Cal- 
vary for  the  lost  world.  They  have  come  to  feel  the  real 
import  of  the  Great  Commission.  They  have  come  to 
realize  the  dense  darkness  which  envelopes  the  lives  of 
their  heathen  countrymen.  The  development  of  all  this 
with  the  Holy  'Spirit  illuminating  the  Word  to  them  has 
intensified  the  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  the  mes- 
sages of  life  to  their  best  friends*  The  love  of  Christ 
constrains  them  and  they  want  to  be  of  some  service. 
Let  me  illustrate.  One  evening  a  couple  of  months  ago 
Bro.   K.  came  to  my  office  weeping  and  asked  to  speak 
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with  me  concerning  some  work  he  would  like  to  see 
opened.  He  is  a  tailor  by  trade  and  spends  his  days  and 
part  of  the  night  at  the  machine.  He  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  believers.  He  said  his  relatives  lived  in  a  village 
about  nine  miles  from  Dhamtari  and  that  the  people 
there  were  very  anxious  to  hear  the  Gospel.  He  asked 
that  a  Sunday  school  might  (be  opened  there.  He  volun- 
teered to  spend  some  of  his  Sundays  there  and  pay  his 
own  expenses  up  and  back  if  only  the.  work  might  be 
started.  We  prayed  together  for  the  work  and  the  Lord 
will  open  the  way  for  work  to  be  done  there.  Another 
brother  is  also  a  tailor  but  has  said  that  as  soon  as  he 
is  able  he  expects  to  do  honorary  work  and  support  him- 
self. Another  who  owns  fields  put  in  much  of  his  time 
preaching  to  souls.  Those  who  are  not  able  to  support 
themselves  have  plead  that  they  might  be  sent  out  some 
where  in  order  that  they  might  win  souls.  Many  are 
keeping  records  of  the  names  of  those  for  whom  they  are 
burdened  and  pray  for  them  every  day,  presenting  their 
names  before  God.  A  movement  is  on  foot  to  place  small 
earthen  jars  in  the  houses  of  the  members  of  the  church 
and  that  the  families  throw  into  them  money  or  grain  or 
anything  which  they  wish  to  donate  to  the  extension  of 
the  cause.  Each  month  these  donations  are  to  be  col- 
lected. Groups  of  workers  from  most  of  the  stations 
voluntarily  go  out  on  Sunday  and  teach  the  Word 
in  surrounding  villages.  Every  time  a  sub-station  is 
opened  there  is  general  rejoicing  in  the  Christian  com- 
munity. During  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  meetings 
the  general  idea  was  that  each  one  wanted  to  win  at 
least  one  soul  to  Christ.  Since  then  several  claim  certain 
converts  who  have  been  received  into  the  church.  They 
say  th'ey  have  prayed  for  them  and  brought  them  in.  Our 
Christian  people  are  beginning  to  realize  the  need  of  work- 
ing because  they  love  their  'Savior  and  because  they  them- 
selves are  saved,  and  because  they  want  to  see  others  en- 
joy the  same  blessings  which  they  have  received.  Several 
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weeks  ago  a  man  wandered  into  Dhamtari  who  was  seek- 
ing spiritual  peace  from  some  source  and  one  of  the  Indian 
brethren  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  prayed  with 
the  man  and  now  that  man  too  is  a  convert  and  brother 
in  the  church.  A  young  man  in  an  outstation  is  sick.  The 
brethren  there  visit  him,  pray  with  him  and  now  he  wants 
to  find  Christ.  The  brethren  in  the  outstations  and  the 
workers  in  the  main  stations  know  that  they  have  the 
prayers  of  the  whole  church  back  of  them  because  they 
recieve  encouragements  from  every  side.  This  spirit  of 
evangelism  bursting  forth  into  actual  effort  is  the 
extension. 

Not  as  many  extended  tours  have  been  made  during 
this  year  as  during  previous  years  because  we  were  too 
short  handed  and  because  out  stations  were  being  es- 
tablished which  took  the  time  and  energy  of  the  Indian 
workers.  Building  work  has  been  going  on  at  six  different 
suib-stations  which  took  all  the  time  of  the  native  helper 
who  helped  in  erecting  the  buildings  and  keeping  the 
accounts.  But  it  meant  driving  permanent  stakes  which 
will  in  the  future  radiate  a  steady  Gospel  light.  Touring 
is  a  little  like  a  revolving  search  light  which  remains  but 
a  short  time  and  is  gone  but  an  out-station  is  permanent. 
This  is  one  feature  of  permanent  extension.  Another 
is  the  establishing  of  village  schools.  The  Christian  teach- 
er has  splendid  opportunity  for  teaching  the  Word.  Two 
new  ones  were  opened  this  year. 

The  opening  of  the  new  station  in  the  Sihawa  dis- 
trict, though  not  occupied  by  a  missionary  as  yet  be- 
cause no  one  could  be  released  from  the  work  at  Dham- 
tari, yet  with  the  little  Christian  community  there  and 
work  of  the  Bible  School  building  and  a  bungalo  going 
on  there  is  evidence  of  permanent  location  and  with  that 
opening  of  another  large  district  to  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel. 

The  various  institutions  of  the  Mission  in  which 
Gospel  teaching  was  continually  and  faithfully  carried  on 
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have  paved  the  way  for  this  development  in  evangelistic 
effort  which  has  so  characterized  the  latter  half  of  the 
last  year.  Young  men  and  women  educated  in  our  Mis- 
sion schools,  Christian  workmen  trained  in  our  s'hops 
have  now  reachel  the  stage  in  their  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  Christian  experience  where  they  realize  more 
fully  that  the  responsibility  of  bringing  India's  lost  to  the 
feet  of  Jesus  lies  largely  with  them  and  they  have  re- 
solved to  put  their  religion  in  their  profession's,  their 
trades  and  in  their  various  callings.  How  it  has  lightened 
the  burdens  of  the  missionaries  Who  have  been  praying 
for  this  day  to  come!  How  much  would  it  lighten  the 
burdens  of  those  who  have  to  be  in  the  front  of  the  battle 
if  they  could  realize  more  that  the  true  spirit  of  evangel- 
ism had  thoroughly  permeated  the  church  at  home.  "'So 
built  we  the  wall  .  .  .  for  the  people  had  a  mind  to 
work."— Neh.   4:6. 


THE  JALSA 


Fannie  H.  Hershey. 

Our  annual  Jalsa  was  held  in  Dhamtari,  Dec.  28  to  31 
inclusive.  The  forenoon  and  afternoon  meetings  were 
held  in  the  shade  of  some  large  mango  trees  and  the 
evening  meetings  were  held  in  the  church.  They  were 
very  well   attended. 

In  the  forenoon  there  was  a  short  talk  by  one  of  the 
native  Christians  followed  by  a  talk  by  one  of  the  mis- 
sionaries. In  the  afternoon  sectional  meetings  were  held. 
There  were  five  separate  meetings,  one  each  for  men, 
women,  boys,  girls,  and  children.  They  were  conducted 
by  the  different  missionaries.  These  meetings  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  general  meeting.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening 
there  was  a  praise  and  prayer  service  followed  by  a 
sermon. 

The  Spirit  of  God  worked  mightily  in  the  hearts  of 
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the  people.  In  the  praise  and  prayer  service  often  when 
the  leader  would  ask  some  one  to  lead  in  prayer,  the  peo- 
ple would  'break  out  in  prayer  all  over  the  building. 
There  was  no  demonstration,  no  excitement,  most  of 
them  prayed  in  an  undertone,  and  hearing  this  sound  of 
many  prayers  brought  to  mind  the  Revelator's  vision  of 
the  four  and  twenty  elders  falling  before  the  Lamb,  hold- 
ing bowls  of  incense,  ivhich  are  the  prayers  of  the  saints. 
There  was  a  real  heart  searching  among  the  Christians. 
After  the  evening  meeting  an  opporunity  was  given  for 
any  one  who  was  not  right  with  God,  to  stay  for  an  after 
meeting  and  be  helped,  and  prayed  for.  There  were 
some  every  nigiht.  One  night  about  thirty  stayed.  Many 
of  these  people  think  that  when  they  have  committed  a 
sin,  they  can  not  obtain  forgiveness  without  making  an 
open  confession.  One  'man  confessed  to  having  stolen 
small  sums  of  money  from  one  of  the  missionaries  and  a 
Bible  woman  confessed  that  several  years  ago  she  de- 
ceived one  of  the  missionaries  by  staying  at  home  four 
times  when  she  was  supposed  to  go  out  to  villages.  Her 
conscience  had  been  troubling  her  all  this  time  she  said 
she  had  shed  many  tears  because  she  felt  condemned. 
She  seemed  like  a  different  woman  after  having  made 
"her  confession.  She  has  paid  back  the  money  for  those 
iouv  days — it   amounts  to  20  or  25   cents. 

The  older  missionaries  say  that  never  before  in  the 
history  of  the  mission  has  there  been  such  a  heart 
searching  and  a  wanting  to  get  right  with  God,  among 
the  Christians.  It  makes  us  rejoice,  for  we  feel  that  the 
people  are  beginning  to  realize  more  fully  that  God  ex- 
pects His  children  to  live  pure,  holy  lives. 

The  Jalsa  -closed  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  The 
last  meeting  closed  at  about  half  past  nine  in  the  evening, 
but  some  of  the  people  wanted  to  stay  to  welcome  the 
New  Year.  About  one  hundred  remained  in  the  church. 
The  time  was  spent  in  singing,  in  testimony,  exhortation, 
and    prayer,   and   passed   very   quickly.      It   was   inspiring 
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to  see  seme  of  the  strongest  of  the  Christians  get  up 
and  exhort  their  brethren  to  live  clean  upright  lives  so 
that  they  will  not  be  a  stumbling  block  to  others  both 
inside  and  outside  the  church. 

When  the  clock  struck  twelve  all  heads  were  bowed 
for  a  few  minutes  of  silent  prayer  for  the  Father's  bles- 
sing during  the  coming  year.  Then  everybody  wished 
everybody  else,  "Nya  Sal  Ka  Salaam"  (New  Year  Greet- 
ings), and  we  went  home  by  the  light  of  a  beautiful  full 
moon  feeling  that  the  Father  had  been  very  close  to  us. 
May  His  blessing  continue  to  be  upon  us  all  during  this 
year  as  in  the  past  years. 


RELIGIOUS  AWAKENING  AMONG  THE  NON- 
CHRISTIANS 


Eva  H.  Brunk. 


There  is  no  other  phase  of  mission  work  that  brings- 
more  cheer  to  our  hearts  than  to  see  the  gradual  reli- 
gious awakening  among  the  non-Christians.  Their  grow- 
ing friendliness  toward  the  work  of  the  Mission,  and  their 
increased  interest  in  the  Gospel  we  preach  is  indeed  very 
encouraging.  They  are  beginning  to  understand  our 
motives  and  appreciate  our  methods  of  work,  and  what 
we  are  trying  to  do  for  them.  They  have  learned  from 
experience  that  we  will  not  force  them  to  accept  our 
religion,  nor  that  we  will  take  work,  houses  or  land  from 
them  without  giving  due  recompence  for  the  same,  as  is 
sometimes  the  case  with  some  petty  officials,  or  the  higher 
class  of  Indians.  Thus  unlike  in  former  years,  they  have 
come  to  know  us,  and  it  is  much  easier  to  secure  houses- 
and  land  in  out  villages  for  our  workers. 

The  workers  are  gaining  influence  in  the  villages  in 
which  they  live.  For  example  at  a  village  called  Bijna- 
puri   several   years   ago  it   was  with   very   great   difficulty 
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that  we  got  quarters  for  our  workers,  and  then  only  by 
paying  a  high  rent.  But  now  the  owner  of  the  village 
has  offered  us  land  to  build  on  without  rent  and  he  does 
not  wish  us  to  take  ithe  workers  out  of  the  village. 

Another  evidence  of  the  awakening  among  the  non- 
Christians  is  the  fact  that  from  so  many  villages  calls 
come  for  us  to  open  work  that  we  cannot  supply  sufficient 
workers,  nor  do  we  have  sufficient  funds  for  the  purpose. 
But  we  are  glad  for  this  expression  of  a  desire  for  better 
things,  which  they  are  manifesting  by  their  interest  in 
our  work.  Tihey  are  longing  for  more  schools  and  better 
teaching  and  we  'believe  they  want  to  know  the  true  way 
of  life. 

It  is  also  encouraging  to  know  that  many  people  of 
wealth  and  high  rank,  who  heretofore  have  been  rather 
hard  to  reach,  are  becoming  interested  in  Christianity 
and  the  work  of  the  Mission.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war 
in  Europe  when  the  money  exchange  dropped  so  low  that 
we  began  to  fear  that  we  might  have  to  close  some  of 
our  school  work,  the  Municipal  Coimmittee  of  Dhamtari 
offered  to  lend  us  money  without  interest  in  order  that  the 
High  School  might  not  suffer. 

It  is  told,  that  a  few  months  ago  a  prominent  lawyer 
was  giving  a  lecture  in  Dhamtari  on  theosophy,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  lecture  he  gave  the  audianee  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  questions.  A  non-Christian  gentleman 
arose  and  said,  "Very  well  you  have  pointed  out  the  ideal 
to  us  but  you  have  not  shown  us  the  way  by  which  it 
may  be  obtained.  I  consider  the  way  to  have  pointed 
out  by  Christ  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  And  besides 
this  there  is  no  other  way."  This  was  indeed  a  splendid 
witness  for  Christ.  But  we  are  sorry  that  this  man  has' 
not   yet   openly   accepted    Christ    as    his    Savior. 

Again  a  landlord  living  near  Dhamtari  manifested 
;his  interest  in  God's  work  and  word  by  buying  a  Bible 
and  he  has  requested  that  one  of  our  Christian  men 
visit    his   home    regularly    and    explain    the    Scriptures    to 


him.     We   hope   he   may   soon   come  to  know   Jesus   the 
Great    Teacher. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  instances  of  the 
religious  awakening  among  the  people  which  show  us 
that  our  prayers,  and  the  prayers  of  the  home  Church 
are  being  answered.  And  we  believe  that  if  we  continue 
praying  with  faith,  there  will  be  a  still  greater  awakening, 
and  that  the  Word  of  God  will  find  a  place  in  the  hearts 
of  a  still  greater  number  of  men;  and  in  due  time  bring 
forth  a  bountiful  harvest  for  our  Master.  Thus  we  will 
praise  him  for  his  loving  kindness  to  the  children  of 
men. 


THE  EFFECTS   OF  THE  WAR   ON  THE  MISSION 
WORK    IN    INDIA 


Sarah    Lapp. 

When  the  war  broke  out  last  August,  the  American 
and  other  Missions  in  India  were  facing  a  critical  condi- 
tion. One  of  the  most  noticeable  effects  was  that  the 
American  dollar  depreciated  in  value.  Instead  of  the  banks 
being  willing  to  buy  American  drafts  at  the  rate  of  305 
rupees  for  a  hundred  dollars,  they  were  only  willing  to 
give  about  270  rupees,  and  only  took  a  limited  amount 
of  paper  at  that  price.  The  explanation  was  that  America 
has  been  a  favorite  field  of  investment  of  European  sur- 
plus capital.  The  war  has  produced  a  shortage  of  capital 
in  Europe,  so  the  Europeans  have  been  withdrawing 
their  money  from  America.  People  who  buy  American 
drafts  are  those  who  wanted  to  send  money  to  America, 
but  as  the  flow  was  the  other  way  no  one  wanted  to  buy 
these  drafts.  So  we  began  to  plan  what  work  we  could 
shut  down,  and  decided  that  we  would  not  do  any  building 
for  the  present  and  called  our  Indian  workers  together 
and  told  them  the  situation,  they  all  said  that  they  would 
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be   willing  to   take   less   support   rather   than   to    see   the 
work  stop. 

In  the  meantime  our  Mission  sent  word  to  the 
Board  in  America  telling  the  situation,  and  even  before 
an  answer  came  back,  we  received  word  from  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Oo.'s  agent  in  Bombay,  that  they  bad  deposited 
in  Hong  Kong  &  'Shanghai  Bank  to  our  credit  several 
thousand  rupees  by  order  of  their  New  York  Office  which 
gave  us  even  exchange.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  through 
the  quick  response  of  the  Board  in  sending  money  through 
the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  conditions  became  better  as  far  as 
finances  are  concerned  and  none  of  our  workers  (up  to 
now)  needed  to  give  up  any  of  their  support  and  the 
work  has   not   been   hindered. 

But  food  stuffs  have  gone  up  in  price.  The  price 
of  flour  and  sugar  has  nearly  doubled.  Cloth,  cotton,  iron, 
glassware,  and  other  things  are  proportionately  higher 
in  price,  and  especially  such  things  as  are  imported. 

Some  missions,  especially  the  English  and  German 
Societies  who  had  depnded  on  England  and  Germany  for 
their  support,  are  suffering  very  much.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  war  the  German  Missions  were  in  hard  straits,  then 
the  National  Missionary  Council  came  to  their  relief  and 
sent  out  notices  of  their  condition  and  asked  missionaries 
of  other  missions  to  help  if  poss'ilble,  to  which  many 
responded  and  in  that  way  much  of  their  work  has  been 
kept  up.  Indian  Missions  have  yet  many  reasons  to  be 
thankful  because  there  was  no  uprising  among  the  masses 
of  the  Indian  people.  They  seem  loyal  to  Government 
and  our  work  among  them  can  go  on   unmolested. 
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BAZAAR  PREACHING  AND   TOURING 


Geo.    A.    Cobble. 

"Preach  the  word;  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season; 
reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  longsuffering  and  doc- 
trine."—II    Tim.   4:2. 

The  importance  of  bazaar  preaching  in  India,  cannot 
be  over  estimated.  In  our  mission  field  in  India,  there  are 
a  number  of  bazaars  held  every  week  at  various  points, 
many  of  which  are  too  far  off  to  be  reached  by  the 
workers.  However,  those  that  are  within  reach,  are  at- 
tended every  week  by  our  Indian  brethren  from  the  dif- 
ferent stations  and  whenever  possible,  by  a  European 
Missionary.  On  entering,  one  sees  a  vast  crowd  of  men, 
women,  and  children  clad  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow 
moving  about  apparently  very  busy  purchasing  and  dis- 
posing of  their  goods,  some  having  come  several  miles 
to  be  present.  Our  little  band  of  faithful  Christian  work- 
ers march  thro  the  crowd  making  themselves  conspicious 
by  their  hymn  books  and  Gospel  portions  in  hand.  When 
a  suitable  place  has  been  chosen  for  a  stand,  the  little  band 
form  a  ring  and  an  appropriate  bhajan  is  sung.  In  a  very 
short  time,  a  large  crowd  gathers  around  and  then  the 
opportunity  arrives  for  putting  forth  the  claims  of  Christ. 
Without  a  moment's  hesitation,  a  brother  steps  forward 
and  in  earnest  pleading  words  of  love  warns  the  onlookers 
to  "flee  from  the  wrath  to  come."  The  heathen  as  a  rule, 
are  somewhat  shy  to  enter  a  Christian  church  and  so  we 
have  to<  go  to  them  if  we  want  to  see  them  brought  to  the 
ieet  of  our  Redeemer  and  here  it  is  Where  the  importance 
of  bazaar  preaching  comes  in.  Thousands,  yea  tens  of  thou- 
sands I  might  say,  in  this  way,  hear  the  Gospel  message 
and  are  convicted  of  sin  who<  would  never  have  heard  of 
the  love  of  'God  if  we  confined  ourselves  to  churches  only. 

On  a  very  recent  tour  through  the  Sankra  district  we 
hastened  on  our  way  to  be  present  at  the  annual  "madai" 
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held  at  Dokla  a  village  of  900  inhabitants,  in  the  Kankar 
state.  This  bazaar  is  usually  visited  by  the  King  of  Kan- 
kar once  a  year,  hence  vast  crouds  gather  to  see  him.  We 
arrived  at  GDokla  on  Wednesday  alt  6:30  p.  m.  tired  and 
worn  out  but  happy  in  the  Lord.  We  pitched  our  camp, 
had  a  little  to  eat,  and  soon  retired  for  the  night. 

About  1  p.  m.  the  following  day  accompanied  by 
eleven  workers,  four  from  Balodghan,  two  from  Chikli, 
and  five  on  tour  with  me  we  marched  thro  the  teeming 
crowds  of  precious  souls;  took  our  stand  in  an  open 
space  and  began  our  meeting.  We  had  hardly  got  thrc 
the  first  verse  of  a  bhajan  when  we  had  hundreds  of 
people  around  us.  Seeing  the  eager  way  in  which  the 
people  crowded  around  us  to  drink  in  every  word  that 
fell  from  the  lips  of  the  workers,  I  broke  up  the  band 
into  i  two  thus  affording  us  more  opportunity  to  accomplish 
the  most  in  the  short  time  we  had  to  do  it  in.  The 
blessedness  of  such  meetings,  cannot  be  described.  We 
sang  and  preached  till  we  were  hoarse  and  returned  to 
our  camp  with  the  satisfaction  that  the  seed  had  been 
sown  and  in  humble  prayer,  we  asked  the  giver  of  all 
good  gifts  to  water  and  bring  forth  fruit.  After  the 
preaching  was  over,  the  men  entered  upon  their  work  of 
book  selling  in  dead  earnest  and  before  long  had  disposed 
of  many  Gospel  portions  and  song  leaflets.  One  man  when 
asked  to  purchase,  refused  saying — "we  educated  (?) 
might  buy  but  what  about  the  buffaloes?"  meaning  the 
illiterate.  I  immediately  stepped  forward  and  said  I  can 
give  you  a  good  solution — you  and  your  educated  friends 
may  buy  the  books,  gather  the  "buffaloes"  around  you 
and  read  to  them.  He  was  silent  for  a  moment  feeling 
ashamed  of  himself  then  going  up  to  one  of  the  workers,, 
bought   two  books   and  became   very   friendly. 

At  night  the  rain  poured  in  torrents  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  I  was  able  to  keep  my  tent  from 
collapsing  altogether,  but  the  dear  Lord  was  with  us  so 
nothing   serious   happened. 
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Early  next  morning  we  turned  our  steps  towards 
Mahod  a  village  about  two  miles  from  Dokla  and  as  usual 
was  received  very  kindly  by  the  Malguzar.  On  seeing  us, 
he  made  a  respectful  bow  and  requested  us  to  be  seated. 
He  then  asked  our  business  and  when  told,  immediately 
ordered  breakfast  for  us.  We  had  to<  wait  about  an 
hour  while  it  was  being  prepared  and  during  that  time, 
he  began  to  explain  his  religion  to  us,  freely  quoting 
from  the  Ramayana  in  Sanskrit  and  then  translated  it 
into  simple  Hindi.  We  in  turn  explained  our  object  or 
going  about  from  village  to  village  and  made  it  very 
plain  to  him  that  the  only  true  religion  was  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  only  way  to  obtain  eternal 
life  was  thro  Him  who  died  for  us.  He  told  us  he  was  a 
Kas'hi  Brahman  and  a  sadu.  He  resides  in  Kankar  and 
visits  his  villages  only  twice  a  year  to  collect  the  revenue, 
etc.  When  I  asked  him  what  part  of  the  city  he  lived 
in,  he  said — "I  live  in  a  temple  and  my  life  is  spent  in 
worship  and  the  reading  of  our  religious  books — I  rise 
at  four  every  morning  and  with  the  exception  of  meals, 
continue  my  devotions  till  eleven  at  night."  I  thought  to 
myself,  "Oh,  if  only  we  Christians  were  so  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,  what  wonderful  things  would  be 
accomplished  in  this  dark  land  of  India."  Thus  the  work 
of  the  Lord  goes  on.  "The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but 
the  labourers  are  few;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth  labourers  into  His 
harvest." 


VILLAGE  WORK 


By   Mina   B.    Esch,   Medical    Station,    D'hamtari. 

India  does  not  have  cities,  country  towns,  and  farms 
as  in  America,  but  only  cities  and  villages,  and  the  latter 
are  much  in  the  majority.  One  might  think  of  a  village 
as  a  country  town  and  that  the  people  live  close  together 
and  are  generally  about  the  number  found  in  towns.  But 

(23) 


there  is  no  postoffice  and  general  store  which  as  you  all 
know  are  the  essentials  to  a  country  town,  so  we  must  call 
it   only   a   village. 

From  our  bungalo  we  can  see  six  villages,  all  within 
a  mile  or  a  little  more,  so  you  can  get  some  idea  of 
their  closeness  to  each  other.  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
that  village  evangelistic  work  is  carried  on  by  all  mis- 
sions working  in  India,  except  perhaps,  those  working 
only  in  the  large  cities. 

My  subject  will  deal  only  with  the  work  carried  on 
from  our  three  mission  stations  where  missionaries  are 
located.  The  work  is  carried  on  at  all  stations  under  the 
same  rules  and  regulations,  a  few  of  which  I  will  give. 
All  Bible-women  and  colporters  are  required  to  work  five 
days  of  the  week,  and  on  Sunday  to  be  prepared  for  any 
service  they  may  be  called  upon  to  give  as,  helping  in 
Sunday  school,  preaching  in  bazaars,  etc.  All  are  re- 
quired to  take  the  prescribed  Bible  study  course  or  attend 
Bilble  school.  Wages  are  raised  according  as  they  pass 
in  these  studies,  subject,  of  course,  in  all  cases  to  their 
conduct  as  Christian  workers.  The  women  go  out  only 
in  the  forenoon  and  in  the  afternoon  come  to  the  bungalo 
for  study  and  such  other  work  as  is  given  to  them,  such  as 
learning  to  sew,  knit,  etc.  The  men  go  out  both  morning 
and  afternoon  according  to  the  distance  of  the  village 
visited  or  bazaar  attended.  The  women  are  not  ex- 
pected to  reach  villages  much  over  three  miles  distant. 
The  women  visit  from  house  to  house  wherever  they  can 
find  anyone  to  listen  to  them.  Sometimes  they  have  two 
or  three  adults  and  sometimes  a  dozen  or  more  but  there 
is  generally  a  larger  crowd  of  children.  They  begin  by 
singing  a  song  or  bhajan  and  often  that  same  song  or 
bhajan  is  commented  on  and  explained,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  of  getting  them  to  listen,  for  the  village 
women  as  a  rule  are  ignorant  and  do  not  understand 
pure  Hindi  as  it  is  written  in  the  songs  and  in  the  Bible. 
The   Bible-women  cannot  do  much   reading  if  they  want 

(24) 


ST 

<T> 


to  hold  their  attention  but  must  know  the  Bible  stories 
so  that  they  can  tell  them  with  interest  and  so  that  the 
women   undersand. 

The  men  I  think  usually  go  to  the  village  general 
gathering,  or  loafing  place,  if  I  may  use  that  expression — 
where  they  find  the  men  with  whom  they  desire  to  work 
and  there  they  sing  and  preach  and  work  as  the  way  opens 
up  to  them.  The  men  also  do  their  work  in  the  village 
bazaars  or  markets  which  are  held  once  a  week,  and  one 
for  any  number  of  villages.  Both  men  and  women  keep 
reports  of  their  work  and  submit  them  to  the  missionar- 
ies under   whom   they  are  working. 

The  'missionaries  try  to  accompany  their  workers 
whenever  they  can,  but  that  is  not  very  often,  for  most 
all  have  many  other  lines  of  work  to  look  after  that 
keep  them  at  home.  I  have  been  out  some '  with  my 
women  the  past  few  months  and  desired  to  go  oftener 
for  I  do*  enjoy  the  work  although  I  do  not  as  a  rule  do 
the  teaching.  The  women  have  the  language  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  is,  Chhattisgarhi,  and  I  have  only  poor  Hindi, 
but  we  draw  a  crowd  any  way  and  I  am  sure  it  en- 
courages our  workers  when  we  do  accompany  them. 
Most  of  us  as  a  rule  have  our  workers,  women  especially, 
come  to  the  bungalo  each  morning  for  prayers  before 
going  out   for   the   day. 

The  Bible  women  at  Sankara  station  in  charge  of 
Sister  Schertz  reach  twenty  villages.  There  are  generally 
three  regular  workers  there.  But  at  present  there  are  six, 
three  who  will  enter  Bible  School  again  in  July.  Dasri, 
Kejai  and  Bisahin  have  'been  at  that  place  for  at  least 
five,  years  which  is  almost  a  record  case.  Colporters  also 
go  out  from  Balodgahan  and  reach  villages  beyond  those 
worked  by  the  Bible  women,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
bazaars.  During  the  past  few  years  there  have  been  a 
number  of  conversions  from  the  villages  around  and  we 
have  faith  to  believe  that  village  work  was  one  factor. 
Around  Dhamtari  we  work  sixteen  villages  in  connection 
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with  the  work  in  Dhamtari  itself.  'Sister  Esther  Lapp  has 
six  villages  to  the  west  and  one  'half  of  Dhamtari  and  I 
have  ten  villages  to  the  east  and  the  other  half  of  Dham- 
tari. There  are  at  present  three  regular  sets  of  women 
working  in  Dhamtari  and  two  working  in  the  villages, 
Umpti,  Chherkin,  Sirwantin,  Dasri,  Nohri,  and  Sahodri 
are  some  of  the  older  workers  at  this  place.  Two  work- 
ers Johan  and  Narayan  have  (been  going  out  from  this 
place  during  the  past  year.  We  have  not  seen  much 
direct  result  from  the  village  work  as  yet  but  we  have 
faith  that  the  seed  thus  sown  will  bear  fruit  in  due 
season. 

Would  space  permit  I  would  like  to  give  a  few 
incidents  or  experiences,  but  suffice  to  say  that  we.  do 
have  them.  People  turn  us  from  their  doors  just  like 
they  do  in  America  in  the  mission  work,  some  scorn  our 
teachings,  but  oh  the  joy  when  we  get  an  interested 
listener  for  it  repays  for  all  else.  The  men  and  women 
bring  us  many  reports  that  such  and  such  a  man  or 
woman  says  he  or  she.  believes  our  words  and  that  they 
desire  to  become  Christians  but  their  families  and  caste 
keep  them  back.  They  beg  the  workers  to  come  often 
and  teach  them.  It  has  been  the  case  more  than  once 
for  people  in  the  villages  to  call  for  prayers  from  the 
Christians  in  time  of  sickness  and  trouble. 

Dear  reader,  won't  you  pray  with  and  for  us  that 
these  dear  souls  in  the  many  villages  round  about  us  will 
be  won  for  Christ  and  that  very  soon? 


THE   SUB-STATIONS   OF  THE  MISSION 


Esther  E.  Lapp. 

The  Mission  has  at  present  six  sub-stations.  The 
oldest  is  BIJNA  PU'RI  located  nine  miles  north-east  of 
Dhamtari  near  the  railroad.  Workers  were  placed  there 
in   June    1911.      Nine   villages   are   reached   by   the    Bible 
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women  and  a  number  more  'by  the  men.  The  workers 
seem  to  have  found  favor  with  the  people.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  know  that  one  of  the  workers  is  blind.  Than- 
war,  the  boy  who  passed  Fourth  Standard  in  school  and 
also  finished  the  three  years'  course  in  Bible  School.  He 
is   very   earnest   and   energetic   in   his   work. 

When  the  work  was  opened  there  it  was  hard  to  find 
a  place  for  the  workers  to  live  even  by  paying  high  rent. 
But  now  the  place  is  given  free  of  rent  and  the  village 
people  say  they  do  not  want  the  workers  to  leave  at  all. 
A  number  of  inquirers  are  reported  and  many  show  an 
interest  in  the  Christian  religion.  At  Christmas  time  the 
workers  themselves  arranged  a  program  and  gave  the 
children  candies  and  other  eatables  and  it  pleased  the 
people  very  muc'h.  In  that  way  they  had  a  splendid 
opportunity  to  tell  the  people  of  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  world. 

CHHIKLI  was  opened  in  July  1913.  The  village  is 
located  nearly  fifteen  miles  southwest  of  Balodgahan.  A 
nice  large  house  was  purchased  for  the  workers  to  live 
in,  and  the  many  large  villages  surrounding  Chhikli 
afford  a  splendid  opportunity  to  give  the  Gospel  to  a  peo- 
ple who  had  little  opportunity  to  hear  before.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  workers  seems  to  have  reached  all  classes  of 
people.  About  thirty  villages  are  visited  regularly,  with 
an  occasional  visit  to  villages  far  in  the  jungles. 

MAHODI  was  opened  in  the  fall  of  1913,  the  work- 
ers having  been  transferred  from  Gariaband,  the  door  being 
closed  at  that  place.  Mahodi  is  a  large  village  eighteen 
miles  east  of  Dhamtari  and  is  one  of  forty  villages  owned 
by  an  aged  Hindu  priest  who  shows  a  very  friendly  dis- 
position to  missionaries.  The  workers  reach  about  thirty 
villages.  One  of  the  workers,  Shahadev,  having  formerly 
been  a  school-master,  is  influential  in  reaching  an  in- 
tellectual class  of  people  who  have  bought  Bibles  and  are 
studying    carefully    the    Christian    religion. 

At  MARADEV  we  have  located  two  colporters  and 
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three  Bible-women  who  carry  on  the  evangelistic  work. 
Maradev  is  a  mile  south  of  Rudri  and  the  villages  which 
were  worked  from  Rudri  and  now  visited  from  MaradeV. 
The  work  has  been  hindered  somewhat  during  the  year 
because  of  the  large  floating  population  which  was 
working  on  the  canal.  Many  of  them  ridiculed  the  women 
as  they  passed  along.  Since  the  canal  workmen  are  fewer 
we  hope  for  better  work  in  the  villages  as  the  people 
again  settle  down  to  normal  life.  In  many  of  the  villages 
they  listen  better  than  they  did  in  former  years.  Since 
the  missionaries  have  left  Rudri  many  realize  the  oppor- 
tunities for  help  which  they  had  and  are  not  able  to  enjoy 
now.  Many  of  them  are  longing  for  the  day  when  the 
missionaries  will  again  live  in  their  'midst  which  is  a 
very    encouraging    feature. 

SEODE1.  The  opening  of  Seodei  in  January  1915 
the.  first  of  a  line  of  stations  to  the  Sihawa  district  was 
begun.  The  village  is  located  four  miles  southeast  of  the 
Mahanadi  river  on  the  Government  road.  A  house  has 
been  secured  in  the  village  that  was  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Forest  Department  and  is  now  under  repair  and 
when  finished  will  be  a  comfortable  place  for  two  families 
to  live.  About  twenty-five  villages  are  reached  and  also 
a  number  of  large  bazaars. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  workers  one  young  Gond 
has- expressed  'his  desire  to  become  a«  follower  of  Jesus. 
He  was  sick  for  a  long  time  and  the  men  visited  him 
regularly  and  helped  him  in  every  way  they  could.  They 
also  read  the  Scripture  to  him  and  prayed  with  him.  He 
is   their   first   fruits   in   that   sub-district. 

GATASHXI.  Following  the  Government  road 
twenty  miles  southeast  of  Seodei  we  come  to  our  next 
sub-staiton  called  Gatasilli  which  was  also  opened  in 
January  of  this  year.  A  new  double  house  to  accommodate 
two  families  is  nearly  completed.  The  Lord  seemed  to 
have  led  very  directly  in  the  opening  up  of  some  of  the  recent 
stations    as   land    and    houses   and   workers   were   secured 
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with  much  less  difficulty  than  is  often  experienced.  Gata- 
silli  is  in  the  heart  of  a  dense  jungle  and  not  as  many 
villages  are  within  reach  as  from  many  of  our  other 
sub-stations  but  the  work  is  carried  on  among  the 
aborigines  who  are  very  susceptible  to  Gospel  teaching. 
It  is  also  a  stopping  place  for  many  travelers  and  the 
workers  have  many  opportunities  of  selling  Scriptures  to 
people  who  go  far  into  the  interior. 

There  are  two  Bible  women  at  each  of  the  village 
school  stations,  Bagtarai,  Gopalpuri.  In  Karunga  the 
wife  of  one  of  our  Christian  masters  who  is  teaching  in 
a  Government  school  is  working  ten  villages  and  is  ac- 
companied by  one  of  our  older  Christian  widows.  They 
report  much  interest  and  are  invited  by  many  to  sing 
and  teach  in  the  homes. 

It  is  not  easy  for  our  young  Christian  workers  to 
live  alone  among  heathen  surroundings.  We  have  been 
greatly  encouraged  this  past  year  in  seeing  the  willing- 
ness of  the  workers  to  endure  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ships and  also  the  influence  they  have  in  their  respective 
places  of  work.  These  substations  are  nurseries  and 
need  to  be  carefully  watched  and  we  believe  that  they 
will  be  the  means  of  leading  the  masses  to  Christ. 


SCHOOLS   AS   EVANGELISTIC   AGENCIES 


A.    C.    Brunk. 


The  purpose  back  of  all  the  institutions  of  the  Mission 
is  evangelistic  in  the  final  analysis.  The  question  is  often 
raised  as  to  how,  and  to  what  extent  the  schools  fulfil 
the  prime  purpose  of  their  existence.  Of  course  in  so  far 
as  the  childhood  of  this  land  is  brought  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Gospel,  the  schools  are  a  real  success,  and  a 
benefit  to  the  Mission.  The  question  is  sometimes  asked 
as  to  how  many  conversions  we  have  as  a  direct  result 
of  our  schools.     But  the  answer  to  this  question  I  do  not 

(30 


believe  answers  the  question  as  to  whether  the  schools 
are  a  real  evangelistic  agency  or  not.  For  the  primary 
schools  which  we  have  are  made  up  almost  wholly  of 
children  who  are  very  young,  and  who  are  directly  sub- 
ject to  their  parents,  who  in  the.  majority  of  cases  are 
strongly  opposed  to  their  children  becoming  Christians. 
Therefore  we  cannot  expect  that  many  of  these  children 
will  take  their  stand  for  Christ  until  they  are  older.  And 
when  they  do  come  we  are  not  likely  to  attribute  the 
cause  of  t'heir  coming  to  their  early  teaching  they  re- 
ceived in  the  school,  where,  however,  they  probably 
received  the  most  lasting  impressions  which  acted  as  a 
foundation  of  their  faith.  Through  the  schools  is  surely 
the  best  way  to  reach  the  children,  while  other  methods 
of  work  are  necessary  in  order  to  reach  adults  who  pro- 
bably never  attended  a  mission  school,  nor  received 
Bible  teaching.  Therefore  in  order  to  properly  work  our 
district,  both  methods  of  work  should  go  hand  in  hand. 

However,  I  do  not  maintain  that  our  schools  have 
been  effectively  evangelistic  as  they  might  be  made.  This 
has  been  due  to  several  reasons.  First,  we  have  never 
had  a  well  outlined  course  of  Bible  study  for  our  schools 
with  helps  for  the  teacher.  This  is  surely  very  important 
as  most  teachers  have  to  work  very  hard  in  order  to  get 
all  the  required  subjects  in  the  Government  curriculum 
properly  taught,  that  if  the  Bible  course  is  not  outlined 
with  a  lesson  for  each  day  this  part  of  the  course  is  in- 
clined to  be  neglected.  At  present  we  are  trying  to  work 
over  a  course  with  a  lesson  for  each  day,  also  some  helps 
and  suggestions  for  the  teacher  after  each  lesson.  This 
we  believe  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  teacher  and  to  the 
pupils.  In  connection  with  this  course  we  are  planning 
to  hold  an  examination  in  Bible  each  quarter.  One  such 
examination  has  been  held  in  several  of  our  schools 
this  year,  and  the  general  effect  has  been  very  good.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  such  systematic  teaching  of  the  Bible 
will  bear  fruit  in  the  future.     And  we  believe  that  these 
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efforts,  although  they  seem  sometimes  not  to  be  up  to 
the  mark  will  yet  foe  rewarded  a  hundred  fold  in  souls 
being  brought  into  the  Kingdom.  If  we  had  no  right  to 
expect  large  results  when  we  touch  these  lives  in  their 
tender  years,  what  may  we  expect  from  adults  who  are 
not  trained  in  their  mode  of  thought.  All  grant  the  great 
value;  the  Sunday  school  has  been  to  the  Church.  From 
our  schools  where  the  Bible  is  taught  every  day  we  should 
expect  even  greater  results. 

Another  way  in  which  we  can  make  our  schools  a 
stronger  factor,  is  by  following  up  our  work  in  the  school 
by  making  visits  in  the  homes  of  the  pupils.  This  we 
have  j  not  been  able  to  do  because  of  the  lack  of  time 
But  if  a  missionary  with  the  school  teacher  could  visit 
the  pupils  in  their  home,  I  am  sure  it  would  accomplish 
much  in  drawing  the  pupils  into  closer  sympathy  with  the 
teacher  and  the  Mission  and  thus  give  us  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  impress  Christian  teaching  on  their  minds.  In 
this  way  we  would  come  in  personal  contact,  and  become 
acquainted,  and  we  could  have  a  -personal  interest  in  each 
student.  There  is  perhaps  no  other  land  where  personal 
interest  and  love  are  more  appreciated  than  here  in  India. 
We  are  hoping  the  time  will  soon  come  when  we  will 
have  enough  workers  on  the  field  so  that  one  can  spend 
most  of  his  time  in  looking  after  the  village  schools,  and 
in  visiting  and  teaching  in  the  homes  of  the  boys  and 
girls  who  attend  our  schools.  This  would  surely  be  a 
great  step  forward  in  winning  them  for  Christ. 

There  are  also  several  other  reasons  why  school 
children  are  hard  to  win  for  Christ.  They  come  mostly 
from  the  homes  of  the  higher  class  and  in  many  cases 
from  homes  of  wealth,  where  we  often  find  the  most 
prejudice  against  Christianity.  This  class  of  people  are 
the  hardest  to  reach  as  they  are  so  self-satisfied,  and 
they  will  only  be  won  after  much  effort  and  prevailing 
prayer.  However,  those  of  this  class  who  receive  their 
education  in  mission  schools  are  always  the  most  friendly 
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and  are  more  ready  to  listen  to  the  Gospel  message.  Even 
if  they  do  not  have  the  courage  to  make  the  change,  they 
will  not  likely  stand  in  the  way  of  the  next  generation. 
In  this  way  we  have  what  we  call  the  indirect  effect 
of  the  schools,  or  the  leavening  effect  or  the  sowing  and 
preparation  for  the  future.  It  tends  to  weaken  their  faith 
in  their  old  beliefs  and  superstitions.  Then  the  school 
affords  us  a  splendid  opportunity  to  place  into  non- 
Christian  homes  through  the  hands  of  the  pupils  the  best 
Christian  literature.  And  the  Word  of  God  will  not  return 
without  results.  If  we  can  but  win  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  this  generation  for  Him,  the  adults  of  he  next 
generation  will  be  won. 

What  I  have  said  thus  far,  I  have  said  with  the  prim- 
ary schools  in  mind.  However,  most  of  what  I  have  said 
may  be  said  also  with  reference  to  the  high  school.  Bible 
teaching  in  the  high  school  is  a  more  difficult  task  than 
in  the  village  schools,  because  the  students  in  general 
are  older,  and  many  come  from  Government  primary 
schools  and  therefore  have  never  had  any  Bible  teaching 
and  care  little  to  study  the  Bible.  However,  during  the 
past  year  we  have  noticed  some  very  encouraging  signs, 
and  some  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  express  themselves 
as  being  Christians  at  heart.  They  are  like  Nicodemus 
of  old  who  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  or  in  other  words 
they  are  secret  followers.  In  this  land  of  social  caste, 
many  of  the  student  class  although  they  have  lost  con- 
fidence in  their  old  religion,  yet  fear  to  make  a  break 
with  their  caste. 

The  Bible  school  has  as  its  purpose  the  training  of  a 
force  of  Christian  workers  who  are  to  go  out  and  teach 
and  preach  and  in  this  way  lead  people  to  Christ.  No  one 
is  admitted  into  this  school  unless  his  purpose  is  to  enter 
direct  religious  work  after  he  has  completed  the  course 
of  this  school.  The  course  as  it  is  outlined  at  present 
requires  the  student  to  attend  school  six  months  each 
year  for  four  years.    The  remaining  six  months  of  each 
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year  the  student  is  required  to  spend  in  practical  evangel- 
istic work.  In  this  way  we  hope  to  develop  in  these 
students  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  Word  of  God 
and  a  greater  burden  for  the  lost  about  t'hem. 

But  in  order  to  make  any  of  these  schools  what  it 
ought  to  be  we  need  prayers  of  the  home  Church  as  well 
as  the  prayers  of  the  missionary  body  on  the  field. 


MEDICAL    WORK    AS     AN     EVANGELISTIC 
AGENCY 


C.  D.  Esch,  M.  D. 

Healing  the  sick  and  preaching  the  Kingdom  have 
ever  gone  hand  in  hand.  In  fact  the  Founder  of  the 
Christian  Religion  Himself  was  the  greatest  healer  the 
world  has  ever  known.  And  in  sending  out  His  deciples 
He  said,  "As  ye  go,  preach  saying,  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand ;  heal  the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  cleanse 
the  lepers,  cast  out  devils.  Freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give."  Matt.  10:7-8.  We  see  by  the  recorded  Word 
that  the  apostles  obeyed  this  commission,  and  were  always 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  that  needed  help 
for    their    sick    bodies. 

The  healing  of  the  body  is  also  a  type  of  the  healing 
of  the  soul  and  the  close  relationship  sustained  between 
the  body  and  soul  makes  it  next  to  impossible  to  care 
for  the  soul  without  taking  the  body  into  consideration. 
And  how  can  we  point  a  man  to  the  Saviour  without  hav- 
ing mercy  upon  his  sick  friends  and  doing  all  we  can  to 
alleviate   their   suffering? 

There  is  no  branch  of  service  that  proves  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Christian  religion  both  to  the  educated  and 
illierate  and  to  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  cross,  both 
among  the  native  heathen  and  the  so-called  Christian 
skeptics  from  other  lands  who  may  be  acting  as  officials 
or   traders   in    the   country.     To    illustrate    we    quote   the 
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following  from  "Without  The  Camp"  in  which  C.  S. 
Peterson  who  is  author  of  "Japan  As  It  Is  Today,"  tells 
of  an  English  Colonel : — "This  colonel  was  not  a  Christian 
but  he  was  a  gentleman  from  head  to  foot.  He  had  been 
in  India  for  about  thirty  years.  When  I  asked  him  one 
day  what  he  thought  of  Missions  there,  he  answeed.  Tf 
you  had  asked  me  his  question  several  years  ago  my 
opinion  would  not  have  been  favorable,  but  now  it  is 
different.  Three  or  four  years  ago  I  was  stationed  in 
a  little  mountain  town  in  Central  India  where  there  was 
a  mission  hospital  for  lepers.  When  I  observed  the 
faithfulness  of  the  Christian  physicians  and  nurses  and 
the  way  they  nursed  and  cared  for  the  half-decayed  sick 
who  were  avoided  by  all  others,  I  said  to  myself,  "There 
must  be  something  in  the  Gospel  that  I  have  not  yet  seen 
and  I  know  this,  that  if  Christians  had  no  missions  the 
world  would  decay."  '  " 

Love  is  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  ever  hope 
to  win  men  to  Christ  and  one  of  the  most  effectual  means 
of  making  this  love  manifest  is  by  doing  as  the  Master 
did  by  having  compassion  upon  them  and  healing  t'heir 
sick.  India  is  full  of  religious  devotees  and  some  that 
torture  their  bodies  and  deny  themselves  of  comforts 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  much  admiration.  But  I 
have  never  seen  or  heard  of  one  of  them  who  gave  his 
life  a  sacrifice  in  helping  the  sick  and  especially  the  leper. 
It  simply  is  not  in  them.  One  never  sees  this  class  of 
people  helping  the  poor,  but  always  around  the  premises 
of  the  rich  where  they  expect  to  receive  plenty  of  gifts 
and  honor. 

Some  time  ago  a  man  was  left  on  the  road  in  front 
of  the  Mission  Dispensary  who  had  been  suffering  from 
chronic  diarrhoea  and  indigestion  for  some  time  and  was 
now  so  weak  Tie  was  unable  to  walk.  He  was  left  there 
by  his  caste  fellows  whose  duty  it  was  to  care  for  him. 
But  he  had  gotten  to  be  too  heavy  a  burden  upon  them 
so  they  took  this  way  of  disposing  of  him.  They  knew 
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that  the  missionary  would  not  leave  him  to  die  by  the 
road  so  they  left  him  there.  A  few  minutes  later  when 
one  of  the  missionaries  found  him  and  was  talking  to  him 
concerning  his  whereabouts  two  of  the  most  prominent 
and  most  orthodox  Hindus  of  Dhamt'ari  came  by,  to  whom 
the  missionary  said,  "Here  is  one  of  your  countrymen  and 
fellow  religionist  who  needs  help  badly  so  now  you  take 
him  and  care  for  him  and  show  that  your  religion  is 
better  than  mine."  But  they  shook  their  heads  and  went 
on,  convinced  that  Christianity  was  better  than  Hinduism 
but  not  converted. 

Thus  there  are  many  that  through  medical  work 
have  been  convinced  of  the  love  and  power  of  God. 
But,  as  in  Christ's  time,  only  one  out  of  the  ten  often 
return  to  give  God  thanks.  For  instance:  In  a  village 
near  Balodgahan  the  Malguzar  was  very  sick.  Bro.  Lapp 
had  gone  over  and  did  all  he  could  for  him,  then  he  called 
me  out  to  see  him.  After  examination  I  concluded  that 
he  was  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption  and  was  not 
able  to  live  long  which  was  explained  to  the  family.  They 
had  a  Bible  in  the  house  and  knew  something  about  it 
as  the  eldest  son  had  attended  the  English  School  of  the 
Mission  in  Dhamtari  for  a  few  years.  After  a  few  days 
Bro.  Lapp  went  to  visit  the  man  and  in  talking  over  the 
situation  they  asked  if  there  was  no  hope  of  his  recovery. 
Bro.  Lapp  said  there  was  no  hope  from  a  physical  stand- 
point. Only  in  the  power  and  mercy  of  God  can  we  trust. 
They  suggested  that  he  pray.  Hs  asked  if  they  would 
kneel  with  him  to  which  they  consented.  So  after  a  few 
remarks  suitable  to  the  occasion  and  a  few  verses  of 
Scripture  they  knelt  together.  After  prayer  the  man  said 
he  felt  stronger  and  sat  up  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  in 
better  health  than  he  had  been  for  a  long  time.  They 
all  admitted  that  none  but  God  had  done  this.  In  a  few 
months  there  was  a  heathen  .mela  near  Rajim  where 
there  are  famous  temples,  idols,  etc.  To  this  place  he 
went  and   spent   a   long  time  giving  alms   to   the   priests, 
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bathing  and  giving  thanks  to  the  gods  for  his  recovery. 
He   is   convinced   but   not  converted. 

Again :  A  little  boy  is  brought  to  the  mission  dispen- 
sary who  can't  walk  and  is  in  need  of  an  operation.  When 
this  was  done  the  boy  returned  to  his  village  able  to  run 
and  play  as  the  other  cihldren.  A  few  months  later  a  mis- 
sionary on  tour  came  that  way,  he  received  a  very  warm 
welcome,  everyone  in  the  village  was  willing  to  give  him 
anything  they  had  that  might  be  of  use  to  him.  All  came 
out  to,  hear  the  Gospel  message  and  asked  for  more  as 
long  as  the  men  were  able  to  preach.  They  also  bought 
their  whole  stock  of  books.  Eternity  alone  will  tell  how 
much  good  the  work  on  that  one  little  boy  may  do. 

A  man  with  a  very  bad  Oriental  sore  is  brought  to 
the  dispensary.  He  is  a  foreigner,  that  is  he  comes  from 
another  part  of  the  country  and  has  no  one  to  care  for 
him.  We  take  him  in  and  feed  him  and  treat  him  till 
he  is  well  on  the  way  to  recovery  which  means  a  long 
time  in  hospital  (as  these  things  are  exceedingly  stub- 
born to  treat.)  By  the  kindness  of  some  of  the  Christians 
he  has  enough  money  collected  to  pay  his  fare  home. 
He  comes  to  the  bungalo  and  we  give  him  a  few  annas 
for  his  food  on  the  way.  He  tries  to  express  his  gratitude 
for  the  ihelp  received,  and  the  tears  stream  down  his  face 
thick  and  fast.  We  tell  him  that  we  have  cared  for  him 
because  we  love  Jesus  about  whom  he  has  also  been 
taught.  He  promises  to  serve  none  but  Jesus  only  and 
takes  a  New  Testament  with  him.  We  have  never  heard 
of  him  since ;  God  alone  can  tell  what  the  future  may 
bring  forth. 

Thus  we  might  continue  giving  incidents  illustrating 
the  usefulness  of  medical  work  in  the  evangelization  of  a 
heathen  land.  But  space  will  not  permit  of  even  a  small 
portion  of  what  has  occurred  in  my  short  experience 
here.  Again  it  is  demanded  of  us  "Give  some  statistics 
to  show  that  your  work  is  a  success  and  is  of  some  use 
in   evangelization;"  just  as  though  we   were  able  to  tell 
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how  much  of  the  message  we  had  delivered  had  taken 
root  and  even  how  many  people  had  been  brought  to  hear 
the  Message  through  Medical  work.  We  can  say  so  many 
were  baptised  but  then  we  are  not  able  to  tell  if  it  was 
through  medical  work  or  some  other  means  that  they 
were  converted.  Eleven  souls  were  received  into  the 
church  at  the  Leper  Asylum  last  year;  but  have  they 
really  been  saved?  And  have  they  come  to  the  Asylum 
because  of  bodily  hunger  or  because  of  sickness.  (True 
they  would  not  have  come  at  all  if  they  were  not  lepers). 
I  confess  I  don't  know,  neither  do  I  care,  just  so  they 
are  saved.  My  duty  is  to  go  on  preaching  the  Kingdom, 
healing  the  sick,  cleansing  the  leper,  (spiritually  if  I 
can't  physically),  leaving  the  results  with  God,  and  not 
worry  about  statistics.  The  only  true  statistics  are  kept 
in  God's  book  and  when  that  is  opened  I  am  inclined  to 
think  many  of  us  will  be  surprised. 


INDUSTRIAL    WORK 


Anna  Stalter,  Balodgahan. 

Industrial  work  has  its  place  in  Mission  work  along 
with  preaching  the  Gospel,  ministering  to  the  sick  and 
needy,  distributing  Christian  literature,  etc.  Especially 
in  a  country  which  is  caste  ridden  and  has  comparatively 
few  skilled  laborers. 

Becoming  Christians  causes  our  Indian  people  to  be 
separated  from  their  former  associates  to  a  great  extent 
and  often  from  their  relatives  and  former  means  of  liveli- 
hood. 

The  orphan  boys  also  need  to  be  taught  some  trade  in 
order  to  become  somewhat  independent  after  leaving  the 
orphanage.  As  very  few  of  them  have  any  relatives  with 
means  who  could  or  would  be  inclined  to  help  them 
financially.     The  boys   of   our   Christian    community   also* 
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need  an  opportunity  of  learning  a  trade  under  Christian 
influence. 

The  above  are  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  existence 
of  the  Mission  Workshop  and  Training  School  at  Dham- 
tari.  It  had  a  very  small  beginning.  Some  of  our  readers 
will  remember  the  picture  in  one  of  our  former  reports 
which  showed  the  carpenter  shop  under  a  tree.  It  has 
had  various  homes  since  then.  At  present  the  work  is 
carried  on  in  a  building,  part  of  which  was  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Mission  iwork  in  Dhamtari  built  for  a  hospital, 
later  it  housed  the  English  School  for  some  years,  finally 
the  shop  was  moved  into  it.  To  this  through  the  gener- 
osty  of  friends  at  home  an  addition  has  been  built,  and  yet 
with  the  growing  work  the  building  is  only  about  half 
as  large  as  it  should  be. 

The  eight  horse  power  gasoline  engine  sent  out  from 
America  is  being  used  for  running  turning  lathes,  drill 
machines,  circle  and  band  saws,  and  morticing  machine. 
All  are  proving  a  success  in  the  work  of  the  shop.  Courses 
in  mechanical  drawing  and  model  work,  covering  three 
3'ears  are  given.  The  courses  are  arranged  according  to 
the  Government  courses  given  in  the  Government  engin- 
eering schools.  Apprentices  are  allowed  a  small  wage 
after  the  first  year's  work  is  completed.  Each  apprentice 
is  assigned  to  an  experienced  carpenter  for  his  practical 
work.  Four  apprentices,  besides  the  orphan  boys,  are  at 
present  receiving  training,  one  from  another  mission,  two 
Hindus,  and  one  boy  from  one  of  our  Christian  homes. 
Woodwork  for  buildings,  iron  gates  and  fences  and  all 
kinds  of  furniture  are  made  to  order.  At  present  fifty- 
two  people  are  employed.  All  carpenters  except  four  are 
our  own  trained  men.  The  shop  is  now  considered  a 
factory  and  is  under*  Government  inspection.  It  has  been 
self-supporting  in  its  running  expenses  during  the  past 
year. 

One  of  our  sawyers,  a  Gond  and  a  man  of  consider- 
able   influence,    was    converted    and    baptized    during    the 
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year  as  a  direct  result  of  Gospel  teaching  in  the  shop. 
A  service  consisting  of  singing,  Scripture  reading  and 
prayer  is  held  daily  with  the  workmen.  Men  trained  in 
our  institution  now  working  elsewhere  are  giving  good 
satisfaction. 

Among  women  as  yet  not  much  has  been  done  in 
our  mission  along  the  line  of  industrial  work.  Yet  many 
have  learned  to  sew  and  make  their  own  clothes,  almost 
an  unheard  of  thing  among  the  village  women  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  Many  also  have  learned  through  the  mis- 
sionaries' influence  to  be  better  housekeepers  and  take 
better  care  of  their  children  than  their  Hindu  neighbors 
know  to  do.  In  the  girls'  orphanage  those  who  are  -not 
in  school  have  done  some  drawn  thread  and  embroidery 
work  on  household  linen,  crocheting  children's  things,  etc. 
They  also  'hull  rice  and  have  done  much  of  the  filling 
in  of  the  floors  of  our  new  building  and  have  carried  much 
earth  for  filling  the  low  places  of  the  compound.  They 
also    do    gardening. 

In  our  widow's  home  oil-making  and  rice-hulling  are 
the  chief  industries.  At  present  we  are  much  in  need  of 
an  industrial  home  for  women  where  the  older  girls  of 
our  orphanage  and  the  widows  both  could  live  in  the 
same  institution.  Industrial  work  could  then  perhaps  be 
carried  on  more  effectively  though  it  could  hardly  become 
self-supporting.  There  are  always  too  many  in  such  places 
who  cannot  work,  such  as  the  old,  infirm,  crippled,  and 
blind.  There  are  no  institutions  in  this  country  specially 
for  such. 

Our  girls'  orphanage  is  rapidly  being  converted  into 
"  a  boarding  school  which  gives  a  special  need  for  the 
institution  mentioned  above  as  it  is  not  the  most  desirable 
to  house  thirty  our  forty  school  girls  with  that  many  older 
ones  who  do  not  go  to  school.  Besides,  during  the  school 
months   we  are   very   much  crowded. 

The  boarding  school  girls  'come   from   our  Christian 
hoimes.     Most  of   them   are  the   children   of  our   orphans 
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who  have  married  and  are  living  at  a  distance,  some  in 
out  stations  where  the  children  do  not  have  school 
privileges.  They  gladly  pay  a  small  fee  for  the  privilege 
of  putting  their  children  in  the  boarding  school  where 
they   are   under   the  care  of   a   missionary. 


CHURCH   ACTIVITIES 


L.   Ellen   Schertz,   Sankara. 

In  an  individual  we  gauge  the  amount  of  life  by  his 
actions.  A  sick  person  has  life  undoubtedly,  but  not  in 
great  abundance.  No  amount  of  action  can  make  a  dead 
body  energetic,  but  action  does  stimulate  life.  It  is  the 
L,ife  More  Abundant  that  we  as  a  Church  as  well  as 
individuals  seek.  So  when  we  think  of  church  activities 
we  mean  that  we  have  a  live  church  in  action.  Not 
that  we  are  all  we  should  be,  nor  yet  all  we  would  bf*,. 
but  by  the  grace  of  God  we  are  what  we  are  and  by 
God's  life  giving  power  and  through  the  consecrated 
efforts  of  the  church  we  strive  to  attain  unto  what  He 
would   have   us   be. 

Our  church  in  India  has  not  grown  in  great  numbers, 
during  the  year,  but  there  have  been  accessions  which 
have  cheered  us  more  than  usual  because  they  had  come, 
some  from  the  villages,  and  some  from  our  own  compound 
and  they  came,  we  knew,  not  so  much  for  temporal  help 
and  gain,  nor  hoping  thus  to  make  an  easier  living  but 
because  they  realize  that  Christianity  is  a  real  life  to  be 
lived  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God,  and,  that,  while  His 
teachings  are  beautiful,  they  differ  mostly  from  the  other 
teachings  they  know  in  that  He  teaches  the  way  whereby 
ordinary  men  and  women  by  applying  these  teachings  to 
their  own  lives   may  become  beautiful  too. 

Our  Church  Conference  has,  perhaps,  been  the  great- 
est factor  in  bringing  the  Church  to  realize  that  it  is  God's 
Church  and  ours.     And  that  the  church  is  just  what  in- 
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dividuals  and  congregations  make  it,,  and  that  a  church  is 
active  or  not  just  as  its  members  are. 

Last  year  when  the  question  of  having  a  Sunday 
school  .conference  was  'brought  up  in  the  church  conference 
one  of  the  brethren  said,  "We  don't  know  what  it  is  but 
if  it  is  good  we  want  it."  This  year  we  had  the  first 
one  and  it  was  so  helpful  and  enlightening  that  it  will 
certainly   remain   a  factor  in   the   Church. 

Aside  from  these  conferences  we  have  also  the  annual 
Jalsa  wihere  practically  the  whole  Church  gathers.  It  has 
just  this  year  been  put  under  the  Church  Conference  hav- 
ing  previously   been    arranged    for    by    the    Mission. 

Our  Quarterly  Christian  Workers'  Meeting  as  the 
name  suggests  is  especially  planned  for  and  carried  on  by 
those  doing  direct  Christian  work.  It  aims  to  discuss  the 
problems  we  face  in  our  regular  work,  in  the  city,  in  the 
bazaars,  in  the  villages,  and  in  the  homes. 

During  the  past  years  continuous  effort  has  been 
made  for  the  development  of  the  Sunday  school  but  many 
of  the  'members  perhaps  thought  of  it  as  being  the  work 
of  the  Mission,  even  though  it  was  explained  time  after 
time  that  it  was  their  great  opportunity.  But  they  are 
beginning  now  to  see  it  as  their  work,  to  be  carried  on 
by  them  and  to  realize  too  t'he  important  factor  it  is  in 
evangelization.  Men  and  women  find  out  that  Sunday 
school  teachers  have  more  to  do  than  sit  before  their 
classes  and  teach  the  assigned  lessons.  They  must,  first 
of  all,  get  the  pupils  in  from  the  homes  and  streets  and 
alleys  and  often  this  task  presents  difficulties.  Usually 
the  non-Christians  are  at  work  on  Sunday  as  on  ot'her 
days  and  the  children  must  work  too.  Although  some 
of  them  attend  day-school  six  days  of  the  week,  they  go 
to  work  on  Sunday.  The  home  department  is  a  living 
link  to  the  Church,  for  since  'the  people  will  not  come 
to  us,  we  go  to  them,  sit  with  them,  and  teach  the  lesson 
for  the  day.  It  is  interesting  and  pleasant  work  and  will 
certainly  prove  profitable.      It  is   always   easy   enough   to 
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start  Sunday  schools,  but  it  takes  real  spirit,  and  faith  in 
final  results  to  keep  the  Sunday  school  going  and  we  are 
glad  to  write  that  some  of  our  workers  are  untiring  and 
enthusiastic  in  their  efforts  even  after  the  novelty  has 
worn  off.  In  the  larger  congregations  where  there  are 
more  Christians'  children  the  attendance  is  more  regular, 
since  the  parents  themselves  put  forth  effort  to  get  their 
children  into  the  Sunday  school.  Even  this  has  not  al- 
ways been  so.  It  took  them  some  time  to  realize  that  it 
was  their  privilege  and  dujty  to  have  their  children  in 
Sunday  school.  I  confess  to  a  feeling  of  pleasure,  upon 
hearing  recently  that  a  father  had  done  such  an  unusual 
thing  as  to  punish  his  children  for  having  played  in  the 
village  instead  of  being  in  Sunday  school.  It  was  an 
unusually  enough  occurance. 

Every  congregation  has  its  weekly  prayer-meeting. 
Dhamtari  has  separate  prayer-meetings  for  men  and 
women.  The  other  congregations  are  not  very  large  and 
therefore  men  and  women  meet  together.  It  was  difficult 
enough  in  past  years  to  get  any  one  not  in  direct  Christian 
work  or  in  mission  employ  to  attend.  But  they  are  begin- 
ning to  see  the  effort  is  and  has  been  to  help  them  in 
their  daily  life  whatever  their  vocation  and  that  farmers 
and  carpenters  and  day  laborers  need  be  alive  just  as  much 
as   missionaries  and  preachers  and  Christian  workers. 

Young  Peoples'  Meetings  are  also  held.  Outline  sub- 
jects like  those  presented  'monthly  in  the  Christian  Monitor 
only  we  have  them  in  Hindi  as  outlined  in  the  Christian 
Sahayak. 

The  larger  congregations  have  church  councils  where 
matters  of  interest  are  discussed  and  they  also  act  as  a 
tribunal  to  try  the  wayfarer.  The  council  is  composed  of 
the  pastor  and  four  members  chosen  annually  by  the 
congregation. 

In  July  the  church  at  Dhamtari,  so  long  needed  and 
hoped   for,  was   dedicated.   The   collection  that  day  amoun- 
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ted  to  Rupees This  money  was  used  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  building. 

We  now  have  three  churches  and  we  hope  to  have 
small  chapels  in  our  sub-stations  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
this  land  consecrated  to  gods  and  temples  a  temple  dedic- 
ated to  God  and  used  for  that  only  means  more  even 
than  in  Christian  lands.  In  Hinduism  the  god  and  the  priest 
alone  occupy  the  temple  while  the  house  of  God  is  planned 
for  and  built  so  that  man  may  meet  God  and  hear  His  voice 
through  His  Word  and  His  agents. 

It  is  true  that  the  non-Christians  do  not  gather  into 
the  churches  as  they  should.  In  Balodgahan  the  number  is 
greater  than  in  'the  other  places  but  for  the  most  part  they 
:-eem  to  think  that  the  church  is  a  place  for  the  'Christians 
to  gather  and  ithey  are  indifferent  about  coming  in  to  sit 
for  an  'hour  or  two.  Pictures  do  draw  them,  though,  and 
since  in  that  way  we  can  teach  by  eye  as  well  as  ear  we 
sometimes  use  them  remembering  how  effectual  a  means 
they  were  in  forming  our  own  conceptions  of  God  and  the 
Bible.  There  are  no  old  family  Bibles  with  beautiful  pic- 
tures nor  stories  of  the  Bible  with  colored  plates  in  their 
homes  where  from  childhood  they  could  learn  at  their 
mother's  knee  the  story,  so  we  use  those  same  pictures 
in  larger  forms  to  explain  lessons  to  the  crowd.  It  is 
certainly  not  as  satisfactory  as  the  mother's  knee  method 
but  it  is  the  best  substitute  we  know. 

"Church  of  God,  awake!  arise 
Christ  your  head  and  Master  cries 
Send    the    Gospel's    joyful    sound 
Unto    earth's    remotest    bound. 

In   your   costly   temples   praying, 
'Let   thy   Kingdom   come'  we   pray 
Are    but    words    of    idle    meaning 
If    with    these    we    turn    away." 

Thus  we  sing  and  by  His  grace  we  try  to  do.  We 
have  great  hopes  for  the  Church  in  India  because  it  is  a 
great  work  with  a  greatLeader.   India's  Church  is  awaking ! 
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Sleeping-  children  do  not  need  attention  as  much  as 
waking  ones  who  are  full  of  life  and  action.  .  India's 
Church  needs  your  prayers  more  than  ever  before. 


RECORD  OF  SPECIAL  EVENTS. 


Bro.  and  Sister  G.  J.  Lapp  and  Lois  and  Sister 
Anna  St  alter  enjoyed  a  vacation  in  Simla  during  May 
and  June. 

Bishop  J.  E.  Robinson  of  the  M.  E.  Church  stopped 
at  Dhamtari  for  a  slhoflt  time  on  his  way  to  Jagdalpur 
last  May. 

Suncjarganj  church  was  dedicated  July  5th. 

The  Annual  Bible  Normal  was  held  at  Dhamtari  from 
the  6th  to  the  31st  of  July.  Forty-two  Christian  workers 
were  enrolled. 

The  Bible  School  opened  with  an  enrollement  o*f 
twenty-seven  the  sixth  of  July  and  closed   Dec.    15th. 

In  August  owing  to  the  war  all  the  missinoaries  had 
to  take  out  special  registration  papers  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sister  Est'her  Lapp's  father  died  in  Wakarusa  Indiana, 
on  the  30th  day  of  August  1914. 

Bishop  M.  C.  Lapp  was  called  to  Bengal  (in  July)  by 
Bro.  Smiths  of  the  River  Brethren  Mission  to  aid  in 
opening  a  Mission  station. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Ward,  formerly  of  Jagdalpur,  Bastar 
State,  paid  us  a  pleasant  visit  in  October. 

We  enjoyed  a  pleasant  visit  from  Bro.  Martins  in 
October. 

Mary  Burkhard  and  Anna  Lois  sailed  for  America 
on  the  28th  of  November. 

Sunday  School  Conference  held  alt  Dbamtari  Dec.  27. 

The  Jalsa  was  held  at  Dhamtari  from  the  28th  to  tlhe 
31st  of  December. 

The  Church  Conference  was  held  at  Balodgaihan 
Jan.  5th. 
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The  first  Quarterly  Christian  Workers'  Meeting  for 
1915  was  held  at  Ohamtari  Jan.  16th. 

During  the  months  of  January  the  sub-stations 
Gatltisili  and  Seodei  were  opened,  also  a  village  school 
at  Gopalpuri. 

Rudri  Canal  was  formally  declared  open  on  the  12th 
of  February. 

Chattisgarhi  Mela  was  held  from  Feb.  17  to  22  at 
Manku  Ghat. 

On  March  13  the  box  from  Bucks  Co.,  Penna.,  was 
opened  at  Balodgalhan. 


MISSIONARY    DIRECTORY    FOR    1915-16. 


Balodgahan. 

M.     C.     Lapp,    Supt 1901 

Sarah     Lapp 1901 

Anna    IStalter,     Secy 1904 

L.      Ellen    Schertz 1904 

Sundarganj. 

Geo.     J.     Lapp,Asst.    Supt.-Treas 1905 

Esther    Lapp 1905 

A.    C.   Brunk    1912 

Eva     H.     Brunk     1910 

Fannie   Hershey 1913 

Medical   Station  and   Leper  Asylum 

Dr.   C.  D.  Esch    1911 

Nina    B.    Esch    1911 

Sankara 

Geo.    A.    Cobble     1911 

Christina    Cobble    1911 

On    Furlough 

J.    N.    Kaufman    1905 

Elsie    D.     Kaufman     1910 
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M.  C.  Lehman   1906 

Lydia     L.     Lehinan     1906 

P.    A.    Friesen 1907 

Helena  Friesen    1907 

Mary     Burkhard     1900 

Under   Appointment   for   India 

Chas.    L.    Shank     

Crissie  Y.  Shank 

Dr.   Florence   Cooprider 


STATISTICS 

THE  WORK  AT  BALODGAHAN 

Bethel  Congregation 

Number  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  121 

Number  received  during  the  year   .  9 

Number  enquirers  3 

Amount  of  collections  held  during  the  year         Rs.  396  13     9 

Number  Sunday  school  teachers  20 

Girls'  Orphanage 

Number  girls  in  the  Orphanage  beginning  of  year  51 

Number  girls  married  during  the  year  "  10' 

Number  girls  died  during  the  year  1 

Number  girls  in  Orphanage  at  present  40' 

Number  girls  boarders  supported  by  parents  21 
Amount  drawn  from  Mission  Funds  for  Orphanage 

Rs.  2675  0    0 

Girls'  School 

Number  on  roll  64 

Number  teachers  3 

Village 

Number  people  living  in  the  village  540 

Number  farmers  in  the  village  44 

Money  made  on  the  farm                                         Rs.  3188  5    0 

Dispensary 

Number  workers  1 

Number  patients  treated,  approximately,  4000 

Money  collected  for  medicine                                     Rs.  169  1     0 

Money  drawn  from  the  mission   for  dispensary  Rs.  41  0    0 
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Widows'  Home 

Number  of  Inmates  „    13 

Money  made  by  the  inmates  Rs.   132     8    0 
Money  drawn  from  the  'Mission  for  Home  support         Rs.  264 

Boys'  School 

Number  of  pupils  70 

Number  of  teachers  3 

Amount  of  fees  collected  Rs.   15     15     0 

'Amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Mission  for  school 

Rs.  334    0     0 

Number  of  colporters  3;       Number  of  listeners  11,409 

Number  of  Bible  women,  6;       Number  listeners  8,270 

THE  WORK  AT  SUNDERGANJ 
Sunderganj  Church 

-Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  222 

Number  moved  away  or  died  2 

Number  admitted  by  baptism  3 

Number  reclaimed  8 

Membership  at  present  228 

Amount  of  collections  held  during  the  year  Rs.  180     0     0 

English  School 

Enrollment  for  the  year  168 

Number  of  teachers  12 

Amount  of  Government  Grant  Rs.  1300     0    0 

Amount  of  school  fees  Rs.  2226     1     6 

Amount  of  money  drawn  from  mission  funds  Rs.  3550     0    0 

Industrial  Shops 

Number  men  employed  40 

Number  apprentices  12 

Amount  of  income  from  work  done  in  shop  Rs.  7667     1     3 

Amount  drawn  from  the  mission  for  running  0    0    0 

Bible  School 

Number  attending  28 

Number  teachers  and  assistants  6 
Amount  drawn  from  the  Mission  funds  for  expenses 

Rs.  1247     12    0 

Boys'  Middle  School 

Number  enrolled  for  the  year  146 

Number  teachers  7 

Amount  of  Government  Grant  Rs.  250     0    0 

Amount  of  school  fees  Rs.  50    0     0 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Mission  funds  Rs.  944     0    0 

Sunderganj  Sunday  School 

Number  on  roll  222 

Number  teachers  16 

Boys'  Orphanage 

Number  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  42 

Number  admitted  2 


Number  married  or  left 

Number  at  present 

Number   boarders   supported   by   parents 

Number  drawn  from  the  Mission  funds 

Bhatgaon  School 

Number  enrolled  for  the  year 

Teachers 

Amount  of  school  fees 

Amount  drawn  from  Mission  funds 

Maradev  School 

Average  attendance 

Teachers 

Amount  of  fees  collected 

Amount  money  drawn  from  Mission  funds 

Maradev  Church 

•Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

Admitted  during  the  year 

Number  members  at  present 

Number  Colporters 

Number  listeners 

Number  Bible  Women 

Number  listeners 

MEDICAL  STATION 
General  Medical  Work 

Number  workers  in  dispensary 
Number  patients  treated,  approximately, 
Aloney  collected  for  medicine  and  calls 
Amount  drawn  from  Mission  fund 
Number  of  operations 

Leper  Asylum 

Number  of  lepers  at  beginning  of  year 
Number  of  lepers  admitted  during  the  year 
Number  of  lepers  died  during  the  year 
Number  of  lepers  left  during  the  year 
Number  of  lepers  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  untainted  children 
Drawn   Mission   funds,   Native  workers  support, 
Amount  of  money  received  from  leper  Mission 
Amount  of  money  received  from  Government 
Amount  of  money  received  from  other  sources 

Leper  Church 

Number  members  at  beginning  of  year 
Number  members  admitted  by  baptism 
Number  members   died 
Number  members  at  present 
Number  colporters 
Number  Bible  women 

WORK  AT  SANKRA  STATION 
Zion  Congregation 

Membership  at  beginning  of  year 

(5-') 


2 
42 

3 
Rs.  3120    0    0 


105 

3 

Rs.  23     1     0 

Rs.  312     0    0 


33 
3 

Rs.  7    8    0 
Rs.  277    8    0 


31 
7 

33 

10 
7,200 

19 
7,600 


2 

12,469 

Rs.  651     12    6 

Rs.  366      6    0 

124 

119 
28 

25 

11 

114 

15 

Rs.  302    0    0 

Rs.  3735 

Rs.  2880 

Rs.  3 


6  0 
0  0 
0    0 


131 

11 

21 

121 

8 

9 


20 


Admitted  during  the  year  I 

Amount  of  collections  held  during  the  year           Rs.  35     13    9" 

Sunday  school  attendance  188 

Sunday  school  teachers  6 

Number  Bible  women  5 

Number  colporters  4 

Number  patients  treated,  appromixately,  400 

GLOSSARY 

Anna — an  India  coin  worth  two  cents. 

Bijnapuri — a  sub-station  eight  miles  northeast  of  Dhamtari. 

Bagtarai — a  village-school  station  nine  miles  northwest  of 
Dhamtari. 

Bazaar — an  open  market  which  is  ordinarily  held  weekly  and 
where  the  village  people  do  their  trading. 

Bhajan — a  religious  song  set  to   Hindi  meter. 

Chhattisgarhi — the  colloquial  language  spoken  in  the  villages.. 

Chhikli — a  sub-station  ten  miles  south  of  Balodgahan. 

Dokla — a  village  twelve  miles  southwest  of  Balodgahan  and  is 
famous  for  its  large  weekly  bazaar. 

Gariaband — a  village  twenty-eight  miles  east  of  Dhamtari,. 
where  we  formerly  had  a  sub-station. 

Gond — an  aboriginal  tribe  in  our  district. 

Gattisili — a  sub-station  twenty-six  miles  southeast  of  Dham- 
tari. 

Gopalpuri — a  village  school  station  nine  miles  northeast  of 
Dhamtari. 

Jalsa — a  gathering  of  people.  The  Christians  have  applied  the 
term  to  our  annual  Bible  Conference  held  during  the  Holidays. 

Jungle — a  forest. 

Kankar — a  native  state  in  the  southern    part  of  our  district. 

Karunga — a  village  about  five  miles  east  of  Dhamtari. 

Kashi  Brahmin — a  Brahmin  from  Kashi  or  Banares. 

Madai — an  annual  festival  held  in  bazaars  and  villages  where 
the  herdsmen  play  an  important  part. 

Malguzar — the  owner  of  a  village. 

Mahodi — a  sub-station  eighteen  miles   east  of  Dhamtari. 

Mahanadi — the  large  river  flowing  near  Rudri. 

Maradev — a  sub-station  and  village  school  five  miles  south- 
west of  Dhamtari. 

Naya  Sal — New  Year. 

Pie — one  twelfth  of  an  anna. 

Primary  School — School  in  which  the  four  lower  grades  and 
the  kindergarten  are  taught. 

Ramayana — an  Indian  religious  classic  poem  containing  the 
story  of  the  Hindu  god  Rama,  much  venerated  by  all  Hindus. 

Rupee — an   India  coin  worth  nearly  35   cents. 

A  Sadhu — a  Hindi  religious  devotee. 

Sahayak — "Helper" — meaning  particularly  a  Christian  weekly 
periodical  published  at  the  Christian   Mission   Press,  Jubbulpore. 

Salaam — the  Oriental  greeting  meaning  "Peace." 

Seodei — a    sub-station    seven    miles    southeast    of    Dhamtari. 

Without  the  Camp — a  monthly  periodical  published  in  Scot- 
land in  the  interests  of  the  Missions  to  Lepers. 
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Rs. 

a.  p. 

2,517 

6  9 

$23601.00 

71,572 

14  8 

32.00 

85.67 

10.00 

365 

127.67 

15  3 

137.50 

414 

5  6 

106 

2  0 

74,977 

6  2 

-s.  a.  p. 

Rs, 

a.  p. 

17,731 

0  6 

6,341 

0  0 

1,857 

8  0 

3,826 

0  0 

105 

7  0 

11,732 

6  3 

TREASURER'S   FINANCIAL    STATEMENT 


Stock  Balance,  April  1,   1914 

From  M.   B.   of  M.   and   C.   . 

From  Jos.     Lapp,     Pa.,     __. 

From    I.    Hartzler,    Mo.,    

From  Lydia    Gross,    Pa.    __. 

Total     

From    Local    Receipts     

From    Igatpuri    


Sundarganj    

Balodgahan     

Sankra     

Medical    Station    

Igatpuri    

Mis.    Maintenance    

Placed  in  various   Funds: 

Furlough    4,382      9  10 

Loan     720      0    0 

Sankara     Building     3,687      8    7 

Children's    329     15    0 

School     Building    2,286     14    0 

Hospital    Building    11,787     10    8 

Leper    Asylum    and    Church    136      2    0 

Mis.    Personal   124     13     0 

Tents     - 305      0    0 

Sundries   3,847     11     0 

Interest    and    Discount    

Expense: 

For     land     , 948  11  6 

Furnishing     993  0  0 

Taxes    - 257  5  0 

Traveling    and    Touring     '  149  8  0 

Medical    65  0  0 

Accounts     cancelled     304  0  0 

Sundries     526  9  5 

Stock   Balance,   March   30,   1915 


27,508 
107 


3,244 
2,524 


1  11 
8    8 


74,977      6    2 

BALANCE  ACCOUNTS 

Resources 

Bombay  Bank 3,031  13  2 

Calcutta  Banks  1,301  7  5 

Cash   4,130  11  6 

Hospital    Building    Fund    381  12  4 
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Loan     100  0  0 

Industrial  Building  Fund 434  6  2 

English    School    Building    Fund    523  7  7 

Furlough    Fund    1,016  12  0 


10,920      6    2 


Liabilities 

Bible    School    Fund    3,529  6  2 

Medical     Student     FmA    303  9  0 

Igatpuri     69  15  0 

Building    Reserve' 4,171  12  5 

Hot    Season    Leave    101  1  2 

Children's    Fund    125  4  0 

Motor   Fund 94  13  9 

Stock    Balance    2,524  8  8 


10,920  6  2 
Gratefully  Submitted, 

G.  J.  Lapp,  Treasurer, 

American  Mennonite  Mission 

STATION     FINANCIAL     STATEMENTS. 

SUNDARGANJ,   DHAMTARI 

Receipts 

Balance,  April  1,  1914  _______ 734  11  3 

General  Mission  Fund  17,731  0  6- 

School    Fees    _________ 2,262  10  6 

Government  Grant-in-aid „„, „ 1,475  0  0 

Industrial     Receipts     ___; 7,667  1  3 

Sundry    Receipts    ,__. ._. _._ 208  11  9 

For  building  work  — ._. 1,650  0  0 

31,729  3  3 

Expenditures 

Evangelistic     — 2,687  12  9 

Hindi   Schools    1,769  4  9 

English    School    .._ 6,951  10  9 

Bible  School  _— . 1,247  12  0 

Farming    . — 344  14  3 

Industrial    7,663  0  3 

Wages    — 2,337  8  6 

Orphanage  Expense  2,835  8  6 

Medical  Expense   206  10  6 

Stationery  and  Postage 24  11  9 

Furnishings    454  11  3 

Building    and     Repairs     3,316  8  9 

Feed    540  8  0 

Sundries    785  3  6 

Cash    Balance,    March    30,    1915    563  5  9 


31,729      3    3> 
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MEDICAL  STATION,  DHAMTARI 

Balance,  April  1,  1914 159  14  3 

From   General  Mission  Fund   III  3,826  0  0 

From  Hospital  Building  Fund 9^095  0  0 

Evangelistic  Receipts '  58  3  0 

Medical    651  12  6 

Sundries    10  4  0 


13,801       3 


Evangelistic     „__  1,349  0  6 

English  School 51  3  0 

Station  Wages   485  0  9 

Medical    1,018  2  6 

Repairs   and    Building   9,463  9  6 

Stationery  and   Postage   20  1  0 

Feed     241  5  9 

Furnishings    172  14  3 

Miscellaneous    806  5  0 

Cash  Balance  March  30,   1915  193  7  6 


13,801      3    9 


BALODGAHAN 

Balance   April    1,    1914   518  13  6 

From    General    Mission    Fund    6,341  0  0 

From    Building   Reserve    Fund 5,425  3  10 

School    Fees 15  15  0 

Government   Grant-in-aid  — 32  8  6 

Farming    3,188  5  0 

Industrial    195  8  6 

Evangelistic  5  15  3 

Medical   160  2  0 

.Sundries 1,139  5  3 

17,022  12  10 

Evangelistic     1,033  6  9 

Hindi  School  ..- 653  8  3 

Widows'   Home   95  12  0 

Farming    2,450  13  9 

Industrial    239  3  9 

Orphanage    — 3,158  6  9 

General    Station    Wages    1,000  11  3 

Building   and   Repairs   5,532  13  4 

Medical     202  0  0 

Medical  Student's  Training 336  10  0 

Feed     276  12  0 

Stationery  and  Postage 66  9  0 

Furnishings    333  9  9 

Miscellaneous     §60  5  9 

Cash    Balance,    March    30,    1915    — _ 782  2  6 

17,022  12  10 
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Sankra 

From  General  Mission  Fund  1,857  8  0* 

From  Other  Sources  17  5  O 

1,874  13  0 

Evangelistic     726  12  0 

Touring     — 5  0  0 

Oxen  bought 75  0  0- 

Feed      181  8  9 

Station  Wages  544  15  3 

Medical     47  0  0 

Repairs    _ 135  14  0 

Furnishings     ,  114  0  6 

Miscellaneous    12  5  6 

Cash  Balance,  March  30,  1915  32  5  0 


1,874  .13  0 
Leper  Asylum 

Balance    April    1,    1914    133  13  0 

From   "Mission   to   Lepers"   3,735  6  0 

From    Government    — 2,880  0  0 

From    Foreign    Subscription    302  0  3 

From  Sundries  3  0  0 

Debit  balance  March  30,   1915  68  6  3 


7,122      9    6 


Food    3,550  10  0 

Clothing    407  3  9 

Medicines     527  12  6 

Cash    Payments    225  4  6 

Sundries,   fire,   lighting,   etc.   566  8  0' 

Stationery,    Postage,    etc.    9  10  0 

Traveling   Expenses   4  12  0 

Furnishings      285  4  9 

Wages  of  Staff  1,261  13  0 

Cultivation    2  0  0 

Repairs    9  12  0 

Rents  and  taxes 10  0 

Untainted    children    234  0  0 

School    36  15  0 


7,122      9    6 


Buildings,    Alterations    and    Repairs    at    Leper  Asylum 

Credit    from    last    year    1,595     12     3 

From  "Mission   to  Lepers"  2,681       6     0 

From    Government    600       0    0> 
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From  Sundry  Sales 

Special  for  Church  Building 


New    Buildings    1,542 

Repairs    2,792 

Land  Pu^hase * 

-Credit   Balance   __ — ! 


91 

2 

6 

96 

1 

9 

5,064 

6 

b 

1,542 

13 

3 

2,792 

10 

6 

308 

8 

6 

.420 

6 

3 

5,064 

6 

6 
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APPENDIX 

MINUTES  OF  THE  NINTH  ANNUAL  MEET- 
ING OF  THE  MENNONITE  BOARD  OF 
MISSIONS  AND  CHARITIES  HELD  NEAR 
NEWTON,  KANS.,  MAY  18-20,  1915 


MINUTES  OF  THE  NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 

MENNONITE     BOARD     OF     MISSIONS     AND 

CHARITIES  HELD  NEAR  NEWTON, 

KANS.,    MAY    18-20,    1915 

•Meeting  convened  at  7:00  P.  M.,  Tuesday,  May  18th.  The 
president,  Bro.  C.  Z.  Yoder,  presided. 

Devotional. — Song,  "Nearer  To  Thee."  Scripture  reading  by 
Bro.  D.  G.  Lapp  of  Roseland,  Nebr.    Eph.  4. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  brethren,  J.  M.  Kreider  and  I.  R. 
Detweiler. 

Introductory  Talks 

C.  Z.  Yoder. — We  have  come  together  to  build  up  Christ's 
cause.  The  Sunday  schools,  young  people's  meetings,  and  mis- 
sion boards  all  have  their  respective  lines  of  work.  The  Mission 
Board  with  its  various  committees  has  a  very  important  work  to 
perform  in  the  Church. 

The  first  mission  talk  I  remember  of  having  heard  given  in 
our  own  church  was  at  a  Sunday  school  conference  held  in  the 
state  of  Indiana  twenty-five  or  more  years  ago.  Several  years 
later,  at  a  similar  conference,  a  number  of  mission  talks  were 
given  and  volunteers  were  forthcoming.  The  opening  up  of  mis- 
sion work  in  Chicago  was  one  of  the  practical  results. 

The  work  began  with  an  expense  of  less  than  $100  the  first 
year,  and  we  now  are  expending  more  than  $100,000  per  year  for 
mission  and  charitable  work  in  the  Church. 

The  missionary  zeal  was  great  among  our  fathers.  They 
would  ride  for  miles  to  fill  appointments  in  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  Is  our  zeal  equal  to  theirs? 
When  we  consider  our  present  means  and  facilities,  do  we  do  as 
much  accordingly  as  they  did? 

We  need  to  pray  for  oneness  in  the  work,  "that  the  world 
may  believe."  There  should  be  a  burden  for  souls  resting  heavily 
upon  us.  May  we  have  a  greater  vision  of  our  suffering  Savior — 
inspiring  us  to  do  what  we  can  to  lead  the  world  to  Christ. 

D.  D.  Miller. — Glad  for  this  h"our.  We  rejoice  for  the  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made  along  mission  lines.  The  work  has 
grown,  but  the  problems  are  far  from  being  solved.  We  need  to 
guard  against  being  lifted  up   because   of  our   progress.     Having 
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made  great  achievements,  let  us  be  careful  not  to  speak  reproach- 
fully of  what  our  fathers  have  done.  We  should  thank  God  for 
the  great  opportunities  which  we  have  at  this  time,  in  the  way  of 
extending  the  borders  of  Christ's  kingdom. 

Song.— "Tell  Me  the  Old,  Old  Story." 

The  Mission  Sermon  was  preached  by  Bro.  M.  C.  Lehman  of 
Dhamtari,  India.  The  message  was  listened  to  with  marked  in- 
terest. ('See  extracts  of  the  same  in  May  27th  issue  of  Gospel 
Herald.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse  the  evening  session  closed 
with  prayer  and  song. 

Wednesday  Morning  Session 

Meeting  opened  at  9:00  A.  >M.  Called  to  order  by  the  chair- 
man. Scripture  reading  and  prayer  led  by  B.  B.  King.  Song — 
"The  Harvest  is  Ripe." 

A  large  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees  responded  to  the 
roll  call,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy. 

Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  by  the  secretary 
and  on  motion  of  D.  G.  Lapp  accepted  as  read. 

The  secretary  gave  a  report  of  the  resources  of  the  Board. 
Total  assets  in  the  way  of  real  estate,  buildings,  furniture,  fixtures, 
and  negotiable  papers  (less  liabilities)  are  $336,871.00.  On  motion 
of  Aaron  Loucks  the  report  was  accepted  as  read  and  ordered  to 
be  placed  on  file. 

The  treasurer,  G.  L.  Bender,  gave  his  report  of  the  funds  re- 
ceived and  paid  out  during  the  year.  On  motion  of  J.  S.  Hartzler 
the  report  was  accepted  as  read.  (See  Report  given  in  full  in 
June  24  number  of  Gospel  Herald.) 

The  Eastern  treasurer,  Eli  G.  Reist  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  and  the 
Western  treasurer,  Abner  Yoder  of  Wellman,  la.,  next  gave  their 
reports.     The  same  were  accepted  as  given. 

The  secretary  gave  a  summary  of  the  reports  sent  in  by  the 
superintendents  of  the  various  mission  and  charitable  stations. 
The  report  was  accepted  as  read.  The  totals  of  the  ten  mission 
stations  which  are  under  the  Board  are  as  follows: 

Number  of  present  workers  including  superintendents,  52. 

Number  of  meetings  held  each  week,  62. 

Number  of  meetings  held  in  private  homes,  18. 

Largest  attendance  at  Sunday  school,  1817. 

Smallest  attendance,  709. 

Average  attendance,  1204. 

Number  in  home  department,  152. 

Number  in  Cradle  Roll  Department,  409. 

Number  in  Industrial  Department,  379. 
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Children's  Nursery,  25. 

Number  of  patients  treated,  401. 

Number  of  garments  distributed,  6286. 

Meals  given  to  visitors,  5955. 

Meals  given  to  the  poor,  2655. 

Money  contributed  for  charity,  $102.18. 

Cash  received  by  way  of  contributions,  $6923.26. 

Cash  received  from  General  treasurer,  $4995.64. 

Running  expenses  for  the  year,  $11,120.54. 

Paid  for  improvements,  $190.68. 
-i      Membership  May  1,  1914,  381. 
-.  r    Confessions  during  the  year,  247. 

Received  into  church  fellowship  by  baptism,  86. 
\   By  letter,  15. 
';        Numiber  withdrawn  or  expelled,  8. 

Died,  3. 

Moved  away,  16. 

Membershio  May  1,  1915,  452. 

Value  of  real  estate,  $106,000. 

"Value  of  furniture,  $5,067.70. 

Reports  from  Charitable  Institutions 

1.    Orphans'  Home,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 

Number  of  present  workers,  9;  number  in  institution  May  1, 
1914,  76 — boys  47,  girls  29;  number  admitted  during  the  year,  53 — 
boys  36,  girls  17;  number  died  during  the  year,  3 — boys  2,  girls  1; 
numper  placed  in  homes,  43 — boys  27,  girls  16;  number  in  institu- 
tion May  1,  1915,  82 — boys  54,  girls  28;  number  of  religious  meet- 
ings held  each  week,  7;  number  of  church  members,  18;  number  of 
confessions  during  the  year,  11;  number  received  into  church  fel- 
lowship, 11;  number  supported  by  institution,  19;  number  sup- 
ported in  part  by  institution,  43;  number  supported  by  friends,  21; 
amount  of  special  contributions  received,  $3,691.36;  regular  contri- 
butions received,  $549.52;  total  received  during  the  year,  $4,240.88; 
expense  of  supporting  workers  and  children,  $2,715.24;  expended 
for  fuel,  lighting,  and  power,  $423.59;  expended  for  improvements, 
$103.61;  expended  for  new  buildings  and  equipments,  $813.09;  total 
expended  during  the  year,  $4,055.83;  estimated  value  of  real  estate 
and  buildings,  $19,300;  estimated  value  of  furniture  and  equip- 
ment, $700. 

2.     Old  People's  Home,  Marshallville,  Ohio 

Number  of  present  workers,  4;  number  admitted  during  the 
year,  6 — men,  6;  died,  1;  number  in  institution  May  1,  1915,  28 — 
men  11,  women  17;  number  of  religious  services  held  each  week, 
7;  number  of  Christians  in  Home,  26;  non-Christians,  2;  number 
of  conversions,  2;  number  received  into  church  fellowship,  1; 
number  supported  by  institution,  5;  number  supported  in  part,  6; 
number  paying  for  support,  8;  number  supported  by  friends,  8; 
amount  of  special  contributions,  $84.05;  amount  received  for 
building,  $750;  received  for  automobile,  $695.42;  amount  of  reg- 
ular contributions,  $2,665.81;  total  received  for  the  year,  $4,195.28; 
expended  for  support  of  workers  and  inmates,  $2,706.85;  expended 
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for  fuel,  lighting,  and  power, -$439.33;  expended  for  new  buildings 
and  equipment,  $1,484.72;  total  expended  during  the  year,  $4,630. 
90;  estimated  value  of  real  estate  and  buildings,  $16,750;  estimated 
value  of  furniture  and  fixtures,  $4,000. 

3.     Mennonite  Sanitarium,  La  Junta,  Colo. 

Number  of  present  workers,  11;  number  in  institution  May  1, 
1914,  18 — men  9,  women  9;  number  admitted  during  the  year,  76 — 
men  44,  women  32;  number  died  during  the  year,  14 — men  9,  wom- 
en 5  number  healed  during  the  year,  39— men  17,  women  22 
number  in  institution  May  1,  1915,  31 — men  19,  women  12;  number 
of  religious  services  held  each  week,  9;  number  of  Christians,  66, 
non-Christians,  28;  number  of  conversions,  3;  number  received 
into  church  fellowship,  3;  number  supported  by  institution,  38 
supported  in  part,  24;  supported  by  friends,  3;  paying  for  support 
29;  amount  of  special  contributions,  $1,412.47;  received  from  farm, 
$2,274.98;  interest  on  endowment  fund,  $160.55;  amount  of  regular 
contributions,  $2,998.37;  total  receipts  for  the  year,  $6,846.37;  ex- 
pended for  support  of  workers  and  patients,  $3,260.36;  expended 
for  lighting,  fuel,  and  power,  $1,141.45;  expended  for  improve- 
ments, $5,262.40;  paid  or  new  buildings  and  equipments,  $536.  92; 
total  expended  during  year,  $10,201.13;  estimated  value  of  real 
estate  and  buildings,  $57,265.70;  estimated  value  of  furniture  and 
fixtures,  $12,103.15. 

The  brethren,  Daniel  Kauffman,  J.  S.  Hartzler,  and  D.  G. 
Lapp,  were  appointed  as  a  committee  on  resolutions. 

After  prayer  led  by  J.  E.  Hartzler,  the  meeting  adjourned  for 
the  noon  hour. 

Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 

Meeting  opened  with  song,  and  prayer  offered  by  L.  O.  King. 

The  matter  of  appointing  a  committee  on  nominations  was 
then  considered,  and  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Hartzler  the  chairman 
was  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three;  one  from  the 
Executive  Committee,  one  from  among  the  superintendents,  and 
one  who  is  not  a  member  of  either  the  Executive  or  Mission 
Committee.  These  three  to  appoint  two  others;  these  five  to 
compose  a  committee  to  make  nominations.  The  brethren  S.  E. 
Allgyer,  D.  G.  Lapp,  and  J.  D.  'Mininger  were  appointed. 

The  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  revise  the  Mis- 
sion Manual  next  gave  their  report. 

Moved,  that  a  preamble  be  drawn  up  and  attached.  Motion 
carried. 

On  motion  the  resolutions  committee  was  delegated  to  write 
up  the  preamble. 

After  reading  the  report  of  the  revision  committee  the  meet- 
ing adjournd  to  give  way  for  a  funeral  service  which  was  held  at 
the  same  place.     After  the  funeral  the  consideration  of  the  work 
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of  the  revision  committee  was  resumed  until  time  for  closing  the 
afternoon  session. 

Daniel  Kauffman  led  in  prayer,  after  which  the  meeting  ad- 
journed for  supper. 

Wednesday  Evening  Session 

Meeting  opened  with  song,  and  prayer  led  by  J.  E.  Hartzler. 

On  motion  the  workers'  meeting  was  dispensed  with,  and  the 
work  of  considering  the  revision  report  was  taken  up  and  con- 
tinued. After  considering  the  report  item  by  item,  and  making  a 
few  amendments,  the  report  was  accepted  as  a  whole. 

Short  Talks  on  Various  Phases  of  City  Mission  Work 

1.  Manual  Training,  by  Chas.  L.  Shank. 

Manual  training  is  a  means  to  an  end.  (1)  It  is  used  as  a 
means  for  getting  hold  of  the  boys  and  girls.  They  want  action 
of  some  kind.  When  children  are  shown  that  we  are  interested  in 
their  work  they  are  open  to  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel.  (2)  It  is 
used  a,s  a  means  for  making  the  work  of  Sunday  school  more  ef- 
fective, by  giving  an  opportunity  or  the  teacher  to  illustrate  in 
his  work  the  Christian  life  and  Christian  principles.  (3)  Many  of 
these  boys  and  girls  have  no  homes  that  can  be  called  real  homes. 
We  must  supply  an  environment  for  them  that  will  give  them 
higher  ideals.  The  religion  of  Christ  must  not  be  divorced  from 
the  every-day  life  of  the  child.  By  dealing  with  them  in  the 
training  of  the  hand  and  eye  we  show  them  the  dignity  of  honor- 
able labor,  and  impart  to  them  higher  ideals  of  life  just  at  the 
time  when  they  are  in  the  formative  period  of  life. 

J.  N.  Kaufman  followed  with  a  few  timely  thoughts.  As  su- 
perintendent of  industrial  shops  in  India  he  observed  that  the 
boys  who  had  taken  manual  training  were  much  neater  than  other 
boys;  they  combed  their  hair  more  smoothly;  were  more  careful 
in  making  things;  put  better  windows,  etc.,  in  their  homes  after 
being  married  and  began  house-keeping. 

2.  Sunday  School,  by  A.  M.  Eash.  When  I  think  of  the  city 
missions  with  their  various  mission  activities;  soul-winning  and 
saving  is  the  prime  object  the  work  which  is  carried  on. 

We  believe  in  true  conversion  and  being  actuated  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  To  bring  about  such  an  experience,  the  Word  must  be 
known.  The  one  great  Bible-giving  agency  is  the  Sunday  school. 
The  Sunday  school  worker  prepares  the  way  for  the  evangelist  to 
gather  in  the  harvest. 
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If  the  boys  and  girls  need  Bible  training  they  need  to  be  in 
the  Sunday  school.  To  keep  them  in  the  Sunday  school,  the  same 
needs  to  be  made  attractive.  / 

In  order  to  do  successful  Sunday  school  work,  the  most  care- 
ful supervision  is  necessary.  With  271  pupils  in  the  Gospel  Mis- 
sion Sunday  school,  and  26  teachers  teaching  them,  (it  means 
much  for  these  teachers  to  be  in  vital  touch  with  their  pupils. 
From  babyhood  to  hoary-head  we  have  all  enrolled  in  tne  Sunday 
school. 

Some  of  the  essentials  in  making  a  Sunday  school  ideal  are 
the  following:  Thorough  organizing,  grading,  classifying,  equip- 
ment, exact  records,  activities  for  pupils,  Scripture  lessons  care- 
fully selected  and  graded  to  suit  the  age  of  the  pupil,  officers  and 
teachers  that  will  do  things. 

The  teacher  needs  to  be  in  vital  touch  with  his  or  her  pupils, 
and  lead  them  to  realize  the  true  purpose  of  living,  and  what  their 
place  is  in  life.  'We  have  created  a  work  where  each  boy  and 
girl  can  meet  and  be  educated  under  the  direct  influence  of  their 
Sunday  school  teacher. 

A  Hindi  song  was  sung  by  Sister  Burkhard  and  the  brethren,. 
Kaufman,  Lehman,  and  Friesen. 

3.     How  Hold  the  Young  People.     By  B.  B.  King. 

Following  are  a  few  of  the  thoughts  presented:  This  is  a 
problem  very  difficult  to  solve.  We  have  not  been  able  to  hold  a 
very  great  per  cent  of  those  who  have  publicly  confessed  Christ. 
We  are  sometimes  criticised  tbecause  we  do  not  hold  more  of  them. 
There  are  a  number  of  reasons  why  some  of  them  are  hard  to 
hold.  The  conditions  in  the  larger  cities  are  very  unfavorable  for 
Christian  growth.  The  influences  surrounding  those  who  would 
live  Christian  lives  is  anything  but  helpful.  Family  affiliations  are 
unfavorable;  stealing,  drinking,  gambling  and  vice  in  its  various 
forms  are  so  prevalent  on  every  hand;  hence  the  tendency  to  be 
led  astray  after  having  made  the  good  confession. 

The  work  of  the  mission  is  to  gather  and  hold  if  possible. 
The  most  essential  means  of  holding  them  is  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel in  its  simplicity,  which  alone  can  save  and  keep.  The  Sunday 
school  wields  a  great  power  in  holding  the  young  people;  so  is 
also  the  young  people's  'Bible  meeting,  if  the  same  is  properly 
conducted. 

4.     Evangelistic  Effort.     By  A.  H.  Leaman. 

The  paramount  object  of  our  work  is  to  get  men  to  Christ. 
The  work  of  missions  is  very  much  like  a  wheel  of  which  evan- 
gelistic effort  is  the  hub.     Sunday  school  and  other  lines  of  mis- 
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sion  work  compose  the  spokes  in  the  wheel.  The  General  Board 
is  expected  to  do  the  pushing  to  make  the  wheel  go. 

What  is  the  policy  of  the  Mission  Board?  Is  it  to  send  forth 
children  into  the  Lord's  harvest?  Congregations  need  to  be 
founded  and  established  in  the  faith,  both  in  cities  and  rural  dis- 
tricts; hence  it  is  necessary  that  both  the  rural  congregations  and 
the  city  missions  be  supplied  with  evangelists  to  lead  men  to 
Christ — men  who  can  preach  the  Word  with  power. 

The  foregoing  are  but  a  few  of  the  thoughts  presented  by  the 
speaker. 

5.  Indoctrination  of  Converts.     By  J.  D.  Mininger. 

Acts  20:28.  Paul  arranged  for  a  preacher's  meeting  at  Miletus. 
The  preachers  at  Ephesus  were  called  to  attend  this  meeting. 
Paul  is  the  preacher,  and  he  delivers  a  telling  message  to  the 
Ephesian  ministers. 

"Take  heed."  Our  preaching  will  amount  to  but  little,  if  we 
do  not  take  heed  and  make  our  example  exemplary.  "Take  heed 
to  all  the  flock."  Look  after  them  with  great  concern,  and  "feed" 
them.  With  what?  Feed  the  babes  with  "the  sincere  milk  of  the 
Word."  The  Word  is  nothing  less  than  the  "power  of  God  unto 
salvation."  The  Church  is  the  Bride.  The  same  needs  to  be 
fed,  clothed,  and  safely  sheltered.  The  love  of  Christ  and  His 
cause  will  constrain  us  to  give  wholesome  food — nothing  profit- 
able will  be  withheld.  The  "whole  counsel"  of  God  is  to  be  de- 
clared, says  Paul. 

The  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Church,  such  as  the  devotional 
covering,  feet-washing,  separation  from  the  world,  and  non-re- 
sistance, need  to  be  taught,  accepted,  and  lived  out.  The  Sermon 
•on  the  Mount  should  be  the  rule  of  life. 

Our  plan  at  Kansas  City  is  to  provide  all  our  people  with  the 
little  .card  or  folder,  "What  our  Church  stands  for."  We  also 
supply  them  with  such  literature,  as  "One  thousand  questions  and 
Answers,  on  Points  of  Christian  Doctrine." 

6.  Essentials  in  Christian  Development.     By  J.  S.  Hartzler. 
The  subject  implies  that  these  people  are   Christians,  and  as 

such  they  need  to  be  led  into  more  complete  development; 
stronger  and  more  spiritual;  and  more  active  in  the  Master's  ser- 
vice. 

One  thing  especially  necessary  is  to  assume  responsibility. 
Take  responsibility  away,  and  the  individual  will  soon  drift  into 
lethargy  and  hi's  life  will  become  fruitless.  There  must  be  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  develop  and  go  on  to  perfection  along  the  various 
lines  of  Christian  experiences  and  activities.  The  responsibility 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  money  for  the  building  up  of  the  king- 
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dom  of  God  should  be  keenly  felt  on  the  part  of  every  worker 
and  member  of  the  mission  congregations. 

Missionary  responsibility  should  be  felt  more  keenly.  As  a 
Church  we  should  have  more  missionaries,  both  home  and  for- 
eign. With  a  membership  of  36,000  we  should  have  more  than  200 
missionaries,  we  have  but  70,  or  one  to  every  500  members  of  the 
Church.  The  Moravian  Church  is  said  to  have  1  missionary  to 
every  40  members. 

Will  our  missions  ever  become  self-supporting?  is  a  question 
that  is  asked  quite  frequently.  I  hope  not.  They  never  ought  to. 
To  the  extent  that  they  become  self-supporting  there  needs  to  be 
a  pushing  out  into  other  fields  and  mission  activities  extended. 

The  idea  prevails  among  some  that  the  missionary  should  not 
only  bring  the  heathen  the  Gospel,  but  everything  else  that  they 
need.  This  idea  is  wrong,  the  Gospel  needs  to  be  so  preached 
and  lived  on  the  part  of  the  missionary  that  the  convert  may  not 
only  be  led  to  grow  in  grace,  but  to  develop  along  other  lines  of 
Christian  living.  The  convert  needs  to  be  taught  to  contribute 
something  to  the  Lord's  work.  When  one  puts  a  dollar  in  the 
Lord's  work  he  has  a  special  interest  in  that  work.  He  should 
also  be  taught  to  give  time  to  personal  work.  Every  individual 
needs  to  put  in  a  certain  amount  of  time  for  the  building  up  of 
the  Master's  kingdom,  if  he  would  realize  development  of  Chris- 
tian character.  As  Christians  we  should  all  feel  responsible  to  do 
a  certain  amount  of  personal  work. 

At  the  conclusion  of  'Bro.  Hartzler's  talk,  the  congregation 
joined  in  singing,  "Oh  how  happy  are  They,"  after  which  Bro.  D.. 
G.  Lapp  led  in  prayer.    The  meeting  then  closed  for  the  day. 

Thursday  Morning  Session 

Meeting  opened  at  9:00  o'clock.  Scripture  reading  and  prayer 
by  M.  C.  Lehman.     Eleven  verses  of  Acts  18  were  read. 

The  hymn,  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have,"  was  then  sung. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees 
1.     Executive.     The  report  of  the   Executive  Committee  was 
given    by    the    secretary.      The    following    recommendations    were 
made  to  the  Board,  after  which  they  were  considered  and  acted 
upon: 

(1)  That  $4000  of  the  Hartman  estate  be  held  as  a  loan 
fund,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  toward  the  support  or  the  Old 
People's   Home.     Adopted. 

(2)  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  have  1000  copies  of 
the  Revised  'Mission   Manual  printed  for  distribution.    Adopted. 

(3)  That  the  allowance  plan  be  continued  for  another  year 
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for  the  workers  in  India.     The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  allowance  for  the  support  of 
the  India  missionaries  be  fixed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

(4)  That  the  returned  missionaries  be  supported  while  at 
home  on  furlough.     Carried. 

(5)  That  the  brethren,  S.  E.  Allgyer,  G.  L.  Bender,  and 
Aaron  Loucks  compose  a  committee  to  study  the  problem  of  in- 
stitutional work,  and  consider  the  advisability  of  carrying  on 
work  of  that  kind  in  our  missions,  and  to  what  extent.  This 
committee  to  also  look  into  the  financial  situation  of  the  Youngs- 
town  Mission,  and  to  devise  plans  and  means  to  cancel  the  debt. 
Recommendation  carried. 

(6)  That  the  local  board  of  the  Kansas  City  Missions  make 
themselves  responsible  to  raise  the  funds  needed  to  put  in  the 
necessary  improvements  at  the  7th  Street,!  and  Argentine  mis- 
sions; and  the  Financial  Agent  of  the  Board  make  an  effort  to 
raise  the  funds  to  cancel  the  $1200  indebtedness  on  the  Argentine 
property.    Carried. 

(7)  That  the  petition  sent  in  by  the  Children's  Welfare 
Board,  be  granted.     The  following  resolution  was  passed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  delegated  to 
look  into  the  matter  of  taking  the  Children's  Welfare  Board  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  General  Board,  and  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

(8)  Resolved,  That  the  workers  of  our  mission  and  benevo- 
lent institutions  be  given  an  annual  vacation  of  four  weeks.  Such 
vacation  to  be  taken  at  a  time  when  most  convenient  to  the  sta- 
tion where  located,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent, 
and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  no  vacation  to  be  granted  until 
one  year  of  service  has  been  rendered  the  mission  or  benevolent 
institution.  The  Board  will  be  responsible  for  traveling  expenses 
of  all  workers  to  their  homes  not  to  exceed  300  miles  distance. 
In  case  of  special  need  the  superintendent  with  the  local  board 
will  make  such  other  arrangements     as  will  be  necessary.  Adopted. 

2.  Mission.  The  report  of  the  iMission  Committee  was  given 
by  I.  R.  Detweiler,  secretary  of  the  committee.  On  motion,  the 
report  was  accepted  as  read. 

The  matter  of  sending  Sister  Florence  Cooprider  to  India 
this  coming  fall,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  take 
such  action  as  they  may  deem  best. 

3.  Auditing.  The  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was 
given  by  Aaron   Loucks,   chairman   of   the   committee.     Financial 
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reports  were  given  of  the  various  mission  and  charitable  stations 
under  the  Board.     Said  reports  were  favorable. 

The  report  of  the  findings  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board,  is  in  words  as  follows: 

We,  the  undersigned  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Mennonite 
Board  of  Missions  &  Charities,  have  this  day  examined  the  books, 
records,  and  papers  of  said  organization  with  the  General  Treas- 
urer, for  the  year  beginning  May  1,  1914,  and  ending  May  1,  1915, 
and  find  them  correct  and  in  good  condition  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge. 

D.  D.  Miller 

Aaron  Loucks       Auditing  Committee 

A.  R.  Zook 

Aaron  Loucks  gave  a  report  as  Agent  of  the  Lowe  property 
in  iMt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  On  motion,  report  was  accepted  as  given 
and  Bro.  Loucks  retained  as  Agent  to  look  after  said  property. 

D.  D.  Miller  gave  a  report  of  the  'Hirshbrunner  property  near 
Bluffton,  O.  On  motion  the  report  was  accepted  and  the  com- 
mittee dismissed. 

The  secretary  gave  a  report  of  the  special  committee  which 
had  been  appointed  to  look  after  the  matter  of  opening  up  mis- 
sion work  in  South  America.  On  motion  the  report  was  accepted 
as  read,  and  the  following  adopted: 

Moved,  That  the  committee  appointed  last  year  be  retained, 
except  where  changes  in  organization  would  cause  vacancy.  In 
such  case  the  President  is  to  appoint  a  man  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
Carried. 

The  election  of  Trustees  and  Officers  was  next  taken  up. 
The  following  Trustees  at  Large  were  elected:  J.  H.  Mellinger, 
S.  H.  Musselman,  G.  L.  Bender,  D.  S.  Yoder,  Aaron  Loucks,  L. 
J  Burkholder,  D.  J.  Johns,  and  D.  H.  Bender. 

C.  R.  Strite  was  re-elected  as  trustee  to  represent  the  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Pa.,  and  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  Conference. 

Joseph  Bechtel  was  re-elected  as  trustee  to  represent  the 
Franconia,  Pa.,  Conference. 

The  appointment  of  a  superintendent  for  the  Youngstown 
Mission  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  to  make  ap- 
pointments as  they  see  fit. 

J.  A.  Wall  was  re-elected  as  trustee  to  represent  the  Rus* 
sian  Mennonite  Conference. 

Upon  nomination  the  following  were  elected  as  officers  of 
the  Board:  President,  C.  Z.  Yoder;  Vice  President,  D.  D.  Miller; 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Shoemaker;  Treasurer,   G.  L.   Bender. 
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D.  S.  Yoder  was  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  addition  to  the  brethren  C.  Z.  Yoder,  D.  D.  Miller,  J. 
S.  Shoemaker,  and  G.  L.  Bender,  who  are  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  virtue  of  their  office. 

The  following  brethren  were  elected  members  of  the  Mission 
Committe:  J.  S.  'Hartzler,  S.  S.  Yoder,  S.  E.  Allgyer,  Daniel 
Kauffman,  and  D.  H.  Bender;  C.  Z.  Yoder  and  J.  S.  Shoemaker 
being    ex-officio    members. 

The  brethren,  D.  D.  Miller,  Aaron  Loucks,  and  A.  R.  Zook 
were  elected  members  of  the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  following  named  brethren  were  appointed  Superinten- 
dents of  the  various  institutions  which  are  under  the  Board: 
Abram  Metzler,  Orphans'  Home;  P.  R.  Lantz,  Old  People's 
Home;  J.  M.  Hershey,  Mennonite  Sanitarium;  A.  H.  Leaman, 
Home  Mission,  Chicago;  A.  M-.  Eash,  Gospel  Mission,  Chicago; 
B.  B.  King,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Mission;  C.  K.  Brenneman,  Canton, 
O.,  Mission;  B.  B.  Stoltzfus,  Lima,  O.,  Mission;  J.  D.  Mininger, 
Kansas  City  Missions;  Argentine  'Mission,  Allen  Good,  Assistant 
Supt;    J.  A.  Hilty,  Nampa  'Mission. 

Simon  Kanagey  was  appointed  as  superintendent  of  the 
Toronto  Mission,  subject  to  passing  examination. 

The  forenoon  session  closed  with  prayer  and  song. 

Thursday  Afternoon  Session 

Devotional  was  conducted  by  J.  N.  Kaufman.  Followed  by 
Talks  given  by  Outgoing  Missionaries. 

1.  M.  C.  Lehman.  Reflecting  on  the  work  done  at  this  meet- 
ing and  on  the  thoughts  presented  by  the  different  speakers,  I 
cannot  do  other  than  think  of  times  when  the  various  attitudes 
of  men  as  here  represented,  were  entirely  different  toward  the 
socalled  aggressive  and  conservative  phases  of  our  work.  In  my 
own  short  life  I  can  remember  when  those  who  here  stand  for 
conservation  of  certain  elements  were  classed  as  those  who  were 
aggressive  in  their  tendencies.  It  is  not  yet  twenty  years  ago 
that  we  thought  if  only  there  were  no  opposition  to  the  mission 
work  in  Chicago  and  if  there  would  nowhere  be  those  who  op- 
pose holding  revival  meetings  and  if  there  would  only  be  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  in  favor  of  starting  foreign  work,  we  would 
have  fairly  clear  sailing  and  could  accomplish   something. 

Being  away  from  direct  connection  with  the  Church  for  a 
period  of  eight  years  and  coming  back  and  getting  a  cross-section 
view  of  the  situation,  I  see  those  who  wrere  the  promoters  of  the 
movements  above  mentioned  now  being  noted  as  the  conservators 
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•of  the  accomplishments  resulting  from  those  movements  and  in 
their  turn,  holding-off  proposed  movements  for  clearer  conviction 
before  adoption. 

Leaving  now  again  for  a  similar  length  of  time  makes  me 
think  that  my  next  attendance  at  a  Board  meeting  may  reveal  the 
personnel  here  represented  taking  very  opposite  attitudes  than 
they  do  today.  And  yet  is  not  this  a  normal  condition?  Harsh 
criticism  of  our  attitude  then  will  not  be  pleasant.  Our  present 
attitude  favoring  more  aggressive  work  is  normal,  and  so  is  that 
of  those  who  would  conserve.  The  proper  balance  of  these  two 
attitudes  will  result  in  doing  those  things  and  adopting  those 
plans  which  will  tell  the  most  for  our  work  for  God  and  the 
Church  under  the  following  conditions: 

That  the  integrity  of  the  Church  as  the  controlling  agent  of 
all  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  be  kept  in  mind  and  rec- 
ognised. 

That  under  all  circumstances  all  parties  in  this  work  recog- 
nize the  ideals  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  personal  influence  in  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  the  Guider  absolutely  essential  in  all  our  work. 

Leaving  for  the  foreign  'field  at  this  time,  I  leave  with  the 
confidence  that  the  recognition  of  these  two  principles  will  be 
basic  considerations  in  all  future  developments  of  our  Church 
work.  The  working  of  this  year's  meeting  of  the  Board  give  me 
reason  for  this  confidence. 

Leaving,  I  ask  to  be  remembered  in  prayer.  I  ask  you  to 
pray  for  the  Indian  Church.  I  have  appreciated  the  help  and  in- 
spiration received  from  the  Board  as  a  whole  as  well  as  from  dif- 
ferent members  thereof.  I  rejoice  to  go  again  to  the  foreign 
field  working  under  its  auspices,  conscious  that  God  has  great 
things  in  store  for  us. 

2.  Chas.  L.  Shank.  Some  have  asked  us  as  to  whether  we 
were  not  afraid  to  go  to  India.  We  are  not.  Not  afraid  to  do 
anything  for  our  God.  I  want  to  invest  my  life  where  it  will 
count  for  the  most. 

3.  Lydia  Lehman.  It  is  a  very  difficult  task  to  give  a  fare- 
well talk,  but  not  so  difficult  as  it  was  the  first  time  we  left 
America  for  India.  We  then  knew  nothing  of  country  and  peo- 
ple of  India.  The  distance  does  not  seem  any  greater  now  be- 
tween India  and  America,  than  the  distance  between  New  York 
and  California  did  years  ago. 

A  few  more  'Sabbaths  in  America.  We  hope  soon  to"  be  per- 
mitted to  spend  a  Sabbath  in  India  and  meet  with  the  workers 
and  others  in  religious  services.  The  people  in  the  home  land 
.are  making  greater  sacrifices  than  we  are.     Pray  for  us  that  we 
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may  sacrifice  our  lives  for  the  Master.  Think  of  us  as  workers 
with  Him  and  yourselves.  We  expect  you  to  go  with  us  to  our 
field  of  work. 

4.  Crissie  Shank.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  for  making  it 
possible  for  me  to  go  to  India  as  a  missionary.  I  shall  do  what 
I  can  to  serve  the  Church  and  our  God  faithfully.  Pray  for  us 
that  we  may  be  faithful  in  our  calling. 

The  following  letter  was  presented  by  the  Resolution  Com- 
mittee for  adoption,  to  be  sent  with  the  out-going  missionaries: 

"Newton,  Kans.,  May  20,  1915. 

"To  the  Missionaries  and  Members  of  the  'Mennonite  Church 
in  India,  Greetings: 

"We  as  members  and  workers  of  the  Mennonite  Church  in 
America,  assembled  in  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mennonite  Board 
of  Missions  and  (Charities,  desire  to  take  *this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press our  best  wishes  to  the  Church  at  Dhamtari  and  surround- 
ing communities.  Our  prayers  ascend  that  God  may  bless  abun- 
dantly the  cause  entrusted  to  you,  and  that  because  of  your  la- 
bors and  life  many  may  be  won  for  Christ  and  salvation." 

Prayer  led  by.  J.  S.  Hartzler,  and  song,  "'Speed  Away." 

Talks  by  Missionaries  on  Furlough 

P.  A.  Friesen. — It  is  often  asked,  Does  it  pay  to  do  mission! 
work  in  India?  Another  question,  Does  it  pay  for  missionaries 
to  go  on  furlough?  Am  glad  to  say,  It  pays  immensely  to  do 
mission  work  among  the  heathen;  it  also  pays  to  spend  some 
time  on  furlough.  It  strengthens  the  missionaries  and  it  strength- 
ens the  home  Church. 

The  parents  make  the  greater  sacrifice  when  their  sons  and 
daughters  go  to  the  foreign  field  to  do  mission  work.  We  need' 
more  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  fathers  and  mothers. 

A  certain  horse  had  a  hard  task  to  pull  a  vehicle  because  one 
of  the  wheels  was  locked.  If  we  want  the  mission  work  to  pros- 
per every  wheel  must  turn.    We  must  all  be  turning  wheels. 

Some  congregations  need  a  little  more  inspiration,  the  same 
may  be  given  by  visits  on  the  part  of  returned  missionaries. 

More  prayers  are  being  offered  up,  and  more  holy  hands  are 
being  lifted  up  for  the  mission  cause  at  the  present  time  than  at 
any  time  in  the  past.  Money  is  needed — sympathy  is  needed — 
prayers  are  needed.  If  all  the  Mennonite  churches  would  pray 
for  the  work  in  home  and  foreign  lands,  How  great  would  be  the 
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blessings  coming  to  India!     We  need  to  see  Jesus,  and  do  all  to 
the  glory  of  God. 

J.  N.  Kaufman. — One  reason  missionaries  are  eager  to  go  to 
their  work  is  because  they  are  engaged  in  a  winning  cause.  The 
consideration  of  a  few  world  facts  relative  to  mission  work  will 
be  in  order  at  this  time. 

We  would  naturally  expect  that  progress  of  Christianity  in 
heathen  countries  would  be  necessarily  slow.  The  missionaries 
are  thrown  into  conditions  entirely  foreign  to  anything  they  have 
ever  experienced.  Opposing  forces  in  non-Christian  religions 
are  very  strong.  Caste  prejudice  must  be  overcome.  But  in  spite 
•of  the  difficulties  what  are  the  comparative  facts?  Christianity  is 
increasing  in  Amierica  at  the  rate  of  .03%  of  the  population  while 
in  non-Christian  countries  the  increase  is  .09%  of  the  population, 
just  three  times  as  great. 

A  few  illustrations  *will  help  us  to  get  a  better  view  of  the 
situation.  There  are  added  to  the  churches  in  non-Christian 
lands  900  converts  daily.  The  Christian  population  of  China  and 
India  is  doubling  every  ten  years.  China  adds  one  new  con- 
vert to  the  Christian  population  every  hour;  an  average  of  one 
convert  for  every  hour  of  the  day  and  night  has  been  added  to 
the  Christian  population  of  Korea  ever  since  Christianity  has 
l>een  introduced  into  that  country  26  years  ago.  It  is  said  that 
Christianity  is  so  strong  in  Korea  that  it  would  be  able  to  re-es- 
tablish itself  in  America  were  it  to  die  out  here.  In  the  year  1913 
there  was  an  average  of  1,500  converts  added  to  the  Church  in 
India  every  week. 

Now  let  us  compare  the  progress  of  Christianity  with  some 
of  the  non-Christian  religions  in  India.  In  ten  years  Buddhism 
increased  10%.  Mohammedanism  gained  6%.  'Hinduism  gained 
4%.  While  in  the  same  time  Christianity  gained  48%.  This  not 
only  illustrates  the  relative  progress  of  Christianity  but  it  also 
indicates  the  influence  Christianity  has  on  the  heathen  religions, 
-as  their  increase  is  less  every  year. 

Now  a  look  at  the  financial  situation  by  way  of  comparison 
will  be  interesting.  We  have  already  noted  that  Christianity 
progresses  three  times  as  much  in  heathen  lands  as  it  does  in 
America.  Now  if  Christian  effort  is  justified  in  America  it  would 
be  justifiable  in  heathen  lands  were  it  to  cost  three  times  as  much 
there.  It  is  reasonable  and  logical  to  so  conclude.  The  running 
expenses  of  all  the  churches  in  America  is  $300,000,000  per  year 
exclusive  of  church  buildings  and  several  other  items.  Accord- 
ing to  the  latest  figures  the  total  income  of  all  the  Boards  in 
America  for  mission  work  is  $16,000,000  per  year.     If  the  income 
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of  the  European  Boards  would  be  reckoned  at  twice  that  amount ' 
(which  would  be  a  very  high  figure)   this  would  make  $48,000,000 
that  foreign  work  is  actually  costing  as  against  $300,000,000,   re- 
calling   again    that    foreign    work    is    progressing    three    times    as 
rapidly. 

Coming  to  our  India  iMission  the  same  comparison  holds 
true.  The  valuation  of  the  property  the  Mennonite  Church  owns 
in  India  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $50,000.  This  includes  seven 
missionary  homes,  a  farm  of  over  800  acres,  another  farm  of  30 
acres,  a  moderately  equipped  high  school  to  accommodate  about 
250  students,  six  other  schools,  two  orphanages  and  boarding 
schools,  a  fully  equipped  hospital  and  wards  (buildings  not  quite 
complete)  an  industrial  training  institution  fitted  with  modern 
machinery  and  many  other  smaller  items.  Now  let  us  see  what 
could  be  accomplished  in  America  with  the  $50,000.  Hesston 
Academy  with  the  new  building  and  farm  is  valued  at  about  $42,- 
000.  Similar  comparisons  might  be  made  with  reference  to  Chris- 
tians if  we  would  have  time.  Congregations  are  being  estab- 
lished, deacons  ordained,  conferences  convened.  I  wish  that  the 
brethren  and  sisters  could  be  present  at  one  of  our  annual  con- 
ferences and  hear  the  loyal  discussions  relative  to  the  Christian 
life,  conserving  of  forces,  and  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel.  There 
are  volunteers  for  Christian  service  from  carpenters  and  others. 
May  you  remember  the  work  in  your  prayers. 

Mary  Burkhard. — 'Sister  Burkhard's  talk  was  brief,  but  full  of 
encouraging  thoughts.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  thoughts 
given: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  with  you  in  this  meeting. 
It  brings  us  so  much  closer  together.  Clad  for  the  interest 
taken  by  the  people  in  the  home  land  in  the  work  in  India. 

It  is  easier  for  those  who  go  to  the  foreign  field  than  for 
those  who  remain;  nevertheless  the  sacrifice  increases  each  time 
we  go. 

Am  happy  to  be  in  the  home  land  again  to  enjoy  the  fellow- 
ship of  friends  and  follow  workers. 

Let  us  pray  for  our  new  missionaries  that  God  may  abun- 
dantly bless  their  work  for  the  Master.  There  is  power  in 
prayer. 

More  workers  are  needed,  both  in  the  home  land  and  in  In- 
dia. May  we  pray  for  more  laborers  to  be  sent  into  the  various 
fields. 

Prayer  was  offered,  led  by  J.  E.  Hartzler,  after  which  an  of- 
fering was  taken  up  for  mission  purposes.  The  same  amounted 
to  $241.57. 
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Talks  by  Superintendents 

C.  K  .Brenneman. — I  heartily  agreed  with  the  talks  given  on 
"Various  Phases  of  City  Mission  Work." 

We  are  trying  to  make  all  our  work  in  Canton  evangelistic. 
We  need  your  sympathy  and  prayers  in  our  work  for  tne  Master. 

Several  striking  illustrations  were  given  showing  how  won- 
drously  God  had  saved  and  blessed  certain  individuals  in  Canton. 

The  Needs  and  Advantages  of  Rural  Mission  Work. — By  S. 

E.  Allgyer. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  talk  given  by  Bro.  All- 
gyer: 

The  needs  and  advantages  of  rural  mission  work  are  very 
manifest  at  this  time.  The  needs  are  great,  both  in  cities  and 
rural  districts.  The  advantages  for  doing  effective  mission  work 
in  the  rural  communities  are  far  greater  than  in  the  cities.  The 
cities  with  their  worldly  attractions  and  other  unfavorable  con- 
ditions make  it  difficult  to  build  up  congregations  in  the  city.  The 
life  insurance  agencies,  labor  unions,  Sunday  and  night  work, 
theaters,  picture  shows,  saloons,  and  other  evils  make  it  difficult 
to  do  real  substantial  work  in  the  cities. 

We  are  a  rural  people  and  are  especially  adapted  for  rural 
work.  The  country  church  furnishes  the  country  people  the  most 
of  their  social  life,  while  in  the  cities  and  villages  other  agencies 
furnish  it. 

'Statistics  show  that  many  of  the  rural  districts  have  been 
sadly  neglected.  Those  who  live  in  rural  communities  are  not  as 
a  rule  inclined  to  be  irreligious,  but  are  susceptible  to  religious 
teaching. 

The  rural  problem  is  one  that  needs  our  prayerful  considera- 
tion. In  many  districts  there  is  a  marked  decrease  in  church 
membership,  and  in  a  number  of  instances  churches  have  been 
closed. 

There  are  800  abandoned  churches  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  In 
19  counties  there  are  a  total  of  1575  churches,  850  of  these  are  in 
rural  districts.  One-third  of  these  rural  churches  are  growing, 
and  two-thirds  of  them  have  ceased  to  grow  and  some  of  them 
are  dying.  Only  6%  of  all  these  churches  have  ministers  in  full 
charge,  the  balance  have  but  a  partial  ministerial  service.  Seven 
counties  are  without  a  minister  serving  full  time.  Sixty  per  cent, 
of  the  churches  are  thus  supplied. 

Self-support,  or  a  minister  following  two  professions,  spells 
failure    among    many    denominations,    but    among    Mennonites    it 
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spells  success.     The  Mennonites  being  principally  an  agricultural 
class,  means  much  in  solving  the  support  problem. 

In  the  State  of  Indiana  the  counties  of  Davis,  Marshall  and 
Boone  all  show  a  decrease  in  population,  but  one  of  these  coun- 
ties shows  an  increase  in  church  membership.  In  a  record  of  232 
churches  for  10  years  almost  50%  of  them  have  been  losing 
ground.  One  township  of  7  churches,  one  is  at  a  stand  still,  four 
losing  ground,  and  two  are  dead.  Of  the  91  churches  in  Marshall 
county,  25  have  no  young  men.  Of  the  81  churches  in  Boone 
county,  21  have  no  young  men.  The  churches  in  one  entire  town- 
ship have  but  one  young  man  included  in  the  membership,  an- 
other township  has  none.  One  township  with  9  churches  has  no 
resident  minister.  In  two  counties  only  39.7%  of  the  population 
attend  Sunday  school.  Fifty-three  per  cent,  of  all  money  raised 
goes  for  ministers'  salaries.  The  general  conception  of  the  min- 
isters' duties  are  to  preach,  serve  at  weddings,  and  officiate  at  fun- 
erals.    Personal  work  is  out  of  the  question. 

In  the  State  of  iMissouri  there  are  about  750  churches  empty. 
Many  of  the  preachers  live  where  they  do  not  preach,  and  preach 
where  Lhey  do  not  live.  In  one  whole  county  there  is  not  a  resi- 
dent minister  of  any  denomination  within  the  county.  The  places 
are  generally  supplied  with  a  three-hour  a  month  minister.  Cer- 
tain conditions  have  become  ingrained  into  the  religious  habits  of 
country  people  in  northern  Missouri,  and  the  surrounding  sec- 
tions of  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska.  The  people  of  these  sec- 
tions as  a  rule  do  not  want  a  resident  ministry.  Church  members 
and  church  officers  prefer  to  visit  around  on  three  Sundays  of  the 
month.  They  consider  it  cheaper,  and  the  responsibility  lighter. 
When  the  minister  does  appear  upon  the  scene,  the  order  of  the 
service  is  to  preach  a  sermon  and  hold  a  collection,  and  the  latter 
is  not  appealing  to  the  average  church  member. 

A  minister  and  family  living  in  a  section  of  this  kind  would 
be  a  great  asset  to  the  work,  but  the  sacrifice  would  have  to  be 
as  definite  as  if  going  to  China.  We  need  consecrated  young 
men,  born  of  the  Spirit,  men  with  push,  who  are  able  to  develop 
agricultural,  educational  and  religious  interests  in  the  neglected 
communities. 

On  motion  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  congrega- 
tion worshiping  at  the  Pennsylvania  Church,  for  their  kindness 
in  bearing  the  expense  of  the  meeting,  and  for  giving  the  privi- 
lege of  using  the  amount  of  offering  for  mission  purposes. 

The  missionaries,  Mary  Burkhard,  Lydia  Lehman,  J.  N  Kauf- 
man, and  P.  A.  Friesen,  sang  ''Showers  of  Blessing"  in  the  Hindi 
language. 
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On  motion  the  secretary  and  treasurer  were  requested,  if 
possible,  to  get  out  tabulated  reports  in  duplicate  form  to  be  pre- 
sented to  each  member  of  the  Board  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  that  the  report  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing be  published  in  connection  with  the  India  Mission  Report,  the 
same  to  be  printed  in  the  Gospel  Herald  and  in  pamphlet  form. 

On  motion  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  have  1500  copies 
of  the  report  printed. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  to  withold  the  election  of  a  Super- 
tendent  for  the  work  in  India  until  a  nomination  is  sent  in,  mean- 
while the  appointment  of  the  present  superintendent  holds  good. 

After  prayer  led  by  B.  B.  Stoltzfus  the  session  closed. 

Thursday  Evening  Session 

A  helpful  workers  meeting  and  short  song  service  was  con- 
ducted by  A.  M.  Eash.  Many  inspiring  talks  were  given  by  su- 
perintendents and  workers.  At  the  close  of  the  workers  meeting 
prayer  was  offered  by  D.  Kauffman. 

The   Duty  of  the   Church  to  the  Mission  Board.— By  D.   D. 

Miller. 

I  shall  speak  from  the  angle  of  the  Church — not  from  the 
angle  of  the  Board.  The  Mission  Board  is  a  part  of  the  Church 
to  carry  on  certain  lines  of  church  work.  The  Church  has  great 
duties  to  perform,  and  great  responsibilities  to  assume.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Church  to  know  her  responsibilities  and  possibilities. 

As  an  organization  of  the  Church  the  Board  sustains  the  re- 
lation of  a  child  to  its  parents.  The  Church  should  suggest,  in- 
struct, and  direct  the  work  of  the  Board. 

The  Church  needs  to  look  into  the  fields  and  study  their 
needs.  The  Church  should  see  that  the  personnel  of  the  Board 
is  not  composed  of  but  one  class  of  brethren.  It  is  a  good  thing 
to  have  a  Board  composed  of  some  who  are  progressive,  others 
who  are  conservative,  still  others  who  are  a  combination  of  the 
two  characteristics.  Men  who  are  good  financeers  and  managers 
are  also  needed  on  the  Board  to  make  the  work  a  success.  It  will 
be  an  advantage  to  elect  some  younger  men  as  officers,  and  not 
hold  the  older  men  until  they  will  not  be  able  to  do  effective  ser- 
vice for  the  Church  in  their  official  work.  The  problem  of  hav- 
ing a  Board  well  balanced  should  be  carefully  solved. 

The  Board  may  not  always  act  wisely,  hence  the  Church 
should  study  carefully  its  individaul  members  to  ascertain  where 
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they  will  best  fit  in,  to  work  for  the  best  interests  of  Christ's 
cause.  Not  all  members  of  the  Church,  however  consecrated  they 
may  be,  are  qualified  to  fill  responsible  places  on  the  Board  and 
in  the  Church. 

It  is  possible  for  the  committees  of  the  Board  to  become 
unbalanced.  In  such  cases  the  Church  should  look  around  to  find 
the  right  kind  of  material  to  balance  up  matters.  If  it  becomes 
evident  that  certain  officials  are  inclined  to  be  self-assertive,  or  in 
any  way  disqualified,  they  should  be  relieved  of  their  responsibil- 
ity, and  replaced  by  others  with  the  quality  of  efficiency. 

The  Church  should  seek  to  fit,  prepare,  and  qualify  its  mem- 
bers for  effective  service.  It  should  also  pray  for  the  officers  of 
the  Mission  Board  after  placing  them  in  these  responsible  posi- 
tions.    They  need  the  prayers  of  the  Church. 

Criticisms  are  in  order  when  needful,  but  let  them  be  given 
in  the  spirit  of  love,  or  in  a  friendly  way.  When  reports  are  cir- 
culated which  reflect  on  the  Board  or  any  of  its  officers,  the 
Church  needs  to  be  careful  not  to  censure  severely  until  facts  are 
ascertained  justifying  such  censure. 

At  the  close  of  Bro.  Miller's  address  Sister  Burkhard's  chil- 
dren sang  "When  He  Cometh"  in  the  Hindi  language. 

Duties  of  the  Board  to  the  Church. — By  Daniel  Kauffman. 

We  want  to  look  at  this  matter  from  the  Mission  Board  view 
point.  Three  generations  should  be  represented  on  the  Board. 
Gray  headed  men  are  needed,  men  who  can  say  "I  advise  so  and 
so,  I  can  speak  from  experience.  We  need  to  be  cautious  in  our 
efforts  to  make  progress."  Middle  aged  men  are  needed  to 
shoulder  responsibility  and  keep  the  work  well  balanced.  New 
blood  needs  to  be  brought  in  and  mustered  into  service,  some  of 
the  young  men  should  be  put  in  the  harness,  that  their  talents 
may  be  developed  and  they  be  fitted  for  service  when  actual  re- 
sponsibilities devolve  upon  them. 

In  this  connection  two  words  stand  out  very  prominently. 
They  are,  aggressiveness,  and  conservatism.  We  need  both — a 
combination  word,  aggresso-conservatism. 

Aggression  is  not  necessarily  recklessness  or  worldliness. 
The  truly  conservative  are  truly  aggressive.  1  strongly  advocate 
conservatism  and  aggression.  Conservatism  is  not  a  synonym  of 
deadness,  nor  is  aggressiveness  a  synonym  of  worldliness.  Let  us 
notice  a  few  of  the  duties  of  the  Mission  Board. 

1.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  use  all  funds  placed  in  its 
hands  by  the  Church  in  the  best  possible  way  in  which  it  may  win 


souls  for  Jesus  Christ.  As  a  Board  we  need  to  keep  a  close  and 
careful  eye  on  the  various  fields  and  their  needs  and  use  the  funds 
accordingly. 

2.  The  institutions  under  the  Board  may  prove  either  a  bless- 
ing or  curse  to  the  Church.  They  serve  as  windows  through 
which  either  the  foul  odors  of  the  world  are  allowed  to  come  into 
the  Church,  or  the  light  of  Christ  shines  out  to  lighten  the  dark 
corners  of  earth.  The  publishing,  educational,  mission,  and  char- 
itable institutions  are  entrusted  to  the  Church  by  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty to  promulgate  the  doctrines  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
shine  out  to  enlighten  the  world  as  far  as  they  possibly  can. 
They  should  be  real  light-houses  to  guide  aright  those  who  are 
out  on  life'e  ocean. 

3.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  keep  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  Church.  The  cause  for  which  they  are  laboring  is  one — the 
end  also.  Unity  or  oneness  is  necessary.  Meetings  like  this  have 
a  tendency  to  keep  us  together.  Each  institution  under  the  Board 
and  each  district  organization  in  the  Church  needs  to  give  strict 
attention  to  its  particular  line  of  work,  and  thus  successfully 
build  up  the  Church  and  her  various  interests.  It  would  be  very 
unfortunate  if  at  any  time  there  should  be  a  pulling  apart,  instead 
of  pulling  together. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board,  and  every  individual  member 
thereof,  to  not  only  teach  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  but  to 
exemplify  them  as  well. 

4.  Another  duty  is  to  acquaint  the  Church  with  the  field.  In- 
formation creates  interest.  The  reason  why  our  interests  in  In- 
dia are  greater  than  in  any  other  country  is  because  we  have  been 
studying  and  reading  about  India. 

5.  The  Mission  Board  is  the  advance  agent  of  the  Church  to 
carry  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  all  the  nations,  wherever  the  doors 
are  open  for  us  as  a  Church  to  enter.  We  should  not  enter  a 
field,  or  take  up  a  certain  work  simply  because  someone  says  so. 
A  work  should  never  be  launched  before  counting  the  cost.  Good 
common  sense  should  be  used,  the  same  should  prompt  us  to 
carry  the  Gospel  wherever  opportunity  is  afforded. 

6.  Still  another  duty  is  to  look  for  open  doors  in  the  rural 
districts.     To  enter  an  open  door  it  is  not  necessary  to  look  for 
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^uch  10,000  miles  away.     There  are  plenty  of  open  doors  nearer 
t  home,  but  it  means  sacrifice  to  enter  any  of  them. 

Song,  "When  the  Roll  is  Called  up  Yonder." 

After  a  timely  closing  address  given  by  the  moderator,  C.  Z. 
Yoder,  and  a  short  talk  by  the  secretary,  followed  by  prayer 
and  song,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet,  if  the  Lord  will,  at  the 
call  of  president  and  secretary. 

J.  S.  Shoemaker,  Secretary. 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MENNONITE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  AND  CHARITIES 

and 

THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MISSION  FINANCES  OF  THE  MENNONITE  CHURCH 

Beginning  May  1,  1914;  ending  April  30,  1915. 


Evangelizing  Fund 


Cash  Balance 
Received 

Total 

$     429.15 
225.00 

$     654.15 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

General  Fund 

554.00 

Cash  Balance 
Received 

$       1.04 
7,102.40 

Total 

$  7,103.44 

Disbursements 
Cash  Overchecked 

8,177.99 
1.074.55 

$  100.15 


India 


Balance  General 

$       59.87 

Hospital 

730.43 

Bible  School 

985.53 

Leper  Church   Bldg. 

32.00 

Leper  Asylum 

13.35 

Native  Workers  Support 

540.55 

Bible  Women  Support 

00.00 

Missionary   Support 

193.50 

Eash   Bungalow 

71.90 

Children's  Fund 

373.43 

m) 

3,000.59 


Cash  Rec'd      General  $12,067.49 

Hospital  1,367.83 

Bible  School  5.00 

Water  Works  370.67 

Leper  Asylum  80.00 

Medical    Instrument  200.89 

Widows  &  Orphans  170.97 

Native  Workers   Support  1,927.39 

Missionary   Support  5,696.12 

Missionaries  'Children  744.85 

Bible  Women  Support  880.37 

Children's   Fund  246.05 

English  High   School  1,600.00 

P.  A.  Penner  120.00 

Superintendent  58.12 


Total 

$28,536.34 

Disbursements  General 

$12,126.15 

Hospital 

2,098.26 

Leper  Asylum 

93.35 

Leper  Church 

32.00 

Esch  Bungalow 

71.90 

Water  Works  Fund 

370.67 

Medical   Instrument 

198.39 

Widows  &  Orphans 

166.50 

Native  Workers 

2,467.00 

Bible  Women 

880.00 

Missionary  Support 

5,885.00 

Missionary    Children    Support 

740.00 

Children's   Fund 

615.00 

English  High  School 

1,600.00 

P.  A.  Penner 

120.00 

Total  $27,522.34 

Cash  Balance  General  $         1.21 

Native  Workers  .94 

Bible  Women  .37 

Missionary  Support  4.65 

Missionary    Children    Support  4.85 

Widows  &  Orphans  4.47 

Children's   Fund — India  4.48 

Bible   School  990.53 

'Medical  Instrument  2.50       1,014.00 

Chicago  Missions 

Cash  Balance  General  Treasurer  $       26.33 

Home  Mission  100.00 

Gospel  Mission  8.04         134.37 

Cash  Rec'd       General  Treasurer  1,704.36 

Home   Mission  294.86 
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Gospel  Mission                                      951.53 

Total                                       $  2,950.75 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

2,941.01 
General  Treasurer  3.75 
Gospel  Mission                                          5.99 

Ft.  Wayne  Church  Building 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Receivec 

$  313.89 
I                                                            5,120.37 

Total                                       $  5,434.26 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

5,433.26 

Ft.  Wayne  Mission 


Total 

$  1,087.12 

Disbursements 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treasurer. 

1,086.78 

Canton  Mission 

Cash  Balance  General  Treasurer. 

Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

$ 
$ 

.88 

33.76 

159.19 

456.26 

Total 

650.09 

Disbursements 

Cash  Balance  General  Treas. 
Supt. 

639.31 

.07 

10.71 

Kansas  City  Missions 

Cash  Balance  Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Supt. 

Gen.  Treas. 

$ 

127.42 

1,612.32 

403.64 

9.74 


1.00 


Cash  Balance  General  Treasurer  $       99.52 

Supt.  11.93         111.45 

Cash  Rec'd       General  Treasurer  880.82 

Supt.  106.78 


.34 


10.78 


Total  $  2,143.38 

Disbursements  2,104.26 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas.  2.11 

Supt.  37.01           39.12 
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Youngstown  Mission 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

Total 

$         1.34 

30.40 

942.12 

2,717.99 

$  3,691.85 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  Supt. 

Gen.  Treas. 

3,673.39 
18.25 

.21 

Lima 

Mission 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

Total 

$       25.42 

16.24 

383.00 

176.47 

$     601.13 

Disbursements 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

600.71 

Lima 

Building  Fund 

• 

Received 
Paid 

• 

$  1,375.60 
1,375.60 

Toronto 

Mission 

Cash  Balance  Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd      Supt. 

Total 

$     '  13.00 
1,091.41 

$  1,104.41 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

1,101,74 

Sanitarium 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

Total 

$         1.00 

699.91 

1,399.44 

12,441.15 

$14,541.50 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  Supt. 

Gen.  Treas. 
Total 

14,495.90 
45.16 
.44 
$      196.54 

18.46 


.42 


2.67 


45.60 
$     196.54 
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Nampa  Mission 

Cash  Balance  Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

$           .09 

5.00 

191.45 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  Supt. 

191.54 

Old  People's  Home 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

iSupt. 
Cash  Rec'd       Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

Supt.     Auto 

$       13.05 

71.92 

874.78 

2,601.94 

695.42 

Total 

$  4,257.11 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 
Supt. 

4,250.57 
2.83 
3.71 

Orphans'  Home 

Cash  Balance  Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 
Cash  Rec'd      Gen.  Treas. 

Supt. 

$       25.72 

1,456.98 

265.72 

4,240.88 

Total 

$  5,989.30 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  Supt. 

Gen.   Treas. 

4,055.93 

1,642.03 

291.44 

Belgian  Sufferers 

Cash  Received 
Disbursed 
Cash  Balance 

$     817.76 
750.00 

Mennonite  Sufferers 

in  Europe 

Cash  Received 
Disbursed 
Cash  Balance 

$     653.90 
200.00 

Children's   Fund- 

-Home 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Received 
Disbursed 
Cash  Balance 

$     126.29 

74.65 

119.80 

5.00 


6.54 


1,933.47 


67.76 


453.90 


81.44 
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South  America  Mission 


Cash  Balance 

$     365.69 

Cash  Received 

1,205.79 

Total 

$  1,571.68 

Disbursed. 
Cash  Balance 

South  America  Pledges 

0,000.00 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Received 
Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

Loan  Fund 

$     105.26 
1,767.00 
1,800.00 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Received 

Total 

$     398.00 
31,002.00 

$31,400.00 

Disbursements 
Cash  Balance 

Interest  Fund 

30,535.00 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Received 

Total 

$  1,021.30 
3,738.42 

$  4,759.72 

Disbursed 
Cash  Balance 

Church  Building  Fund 

4,107.03 

Cash   Balance 
Cash  Received 

Total 

$       97,98 
25.00 

$     122.98 

Disbursed 
Cash  Balance 

Bible  Fund 

118.00 

Cash  Balance 
Cash  Received 
Cash  Balance 

$       21.90 
31.00 

$1,571.68 


72.26 


865.00 


652.69 


4.98 


52.90 
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Burkhard  Children  Education 


Cash  Balance 

$       33.50 

Cash  Received 

5.00 

Cash  Balance 

38.50 

Sundry  Funds 

Orphans'  Home  in  West 

$       25.60 

Tract  Fund 

26.00 

Armenia 

50.00 

Publication 

1.00 

Educational 

1.00 

Philadelphia  Mission 

17.35 

Welsh  Mt.  Mission 

5.00 

Ind. — 'Mich.  'Mennonite  Mission  Board 

300.00 

Total 

$     425.95 

Disbursements 

425.95 

Summary  of  Funds 

Evangelizing 

$ 

654.15 

General 

7,103.44 

India  Mission 

28,536.34 

Chicago 

2,950.75 

Ft.  Wayne  Building 

5,434.26 

Ft.  Wayne  Mission 

1,087.12 

Canton 

650.09 

Kansas  City 

2,143.38 

Youngstown 

3,691.85 

Lima 

601.13 

Lima  Building  Fund 

1,375.60 

Toronto 

1,104.41 

Sanitarium 

14,541.50 

Nampa 

196.54 

Old  People's  Home 

4,257.11 

Orphans'  Home 

5,989.30 

Belgian  Sufferers 

817.76 

Mennonite  Sufferers  in   Europe 

65^.90 

Children's  Fund — Home 

201.24 

South  America  Mission 

1,571.68 

South  America  Pledges 

1,872.26 

Loan 

31,400.00 

Interest 

4,759.72 

•Church  Building 

122.98 

Bible 

52.90 

Burkhard  Children  Fund 

38.50 

Sundry  Funds 

425.95 

Administration  Building 

8,274.50 

Provisions  to  Missions 

$ 

1,843.84 

Total 

132,363.20 
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Received  from  Institutions  not  under  the  Board 


Ind.-Mich.  Mennonite  Mission 

Board 

$ 

614.43 

Virginia  Mennonite  Mission 

Board 

500.00 

Kansas-Nebraska  Mission  Board 

539.62 

Eastern  Mennonite  Board  of 

Missions 

&  Charities 

1,047.45 

Old  People's  Home,  Pa. 

7,200.00 

Children's  Home,  Pa. 

3,725.00 

Lancaster  'Mission 

1,075.00 

Philadelphia  Mission 

775.00 

Welsh  Mountain  Mission 

600.00 

Columbia  Mission 

• 

415.00 

Rundschau  for  China 

$300.25 

Turkey 

89.70 

India 

33.40 

Bowery   (New 

York) 

1.75 

Russion  Poor 

7.00 

Russian    (Hebi 

rews) 

20.00 

'Minneapolis    Mission 

13.00 

European  Sufferers   (German)       162.00 

627.10 

Altoona  Mission 

839.82 

Altoona  Mission  Building 

3,900.00 

Total 
Total  Receipts  through  the  Board 

Total  Receipts  from  all  sources 

Less 

Last  Year's  Balance  $  6,108.35 

Transfers  9,697,12 

Investment  Funds  31,400.00 

Total  of  actual  contributions  through   the   Board 

Outside  of  the  Board 


Gratefully  submitted, 

G.  L.  Bender,  Gen. 


$  21,858.42 
132,363.20 

$154,221.62 


$  47,205.47 
85,157.73 
21,858.42 

$107,016.15 


Treas. 


(89) 


KAtHMSS 


«.         IIMUDHA 

***** 

^H%^%  THIBET 


LENCTM     —  MOO          Miu». 

Breadth  —  isoo 

AREA          -   178«284    S«.M"H 

Population  -  sis  -Millions 

Missionaries  -  A»«r  r«.«  t««m«. 

MADRAS 

CHRISTIANS  -  Over  3  Millions 

T 

to 

& 

X 

I  — ■■— ■ 


> 


r 


DATE  DUE 

CAYLORO 

PRINTED  IN  USA 

M 

266,9701 

M52  3219 

1915 

Mennonite  Bd,  of  Missions 

15th  Annual  report  of  the  American 
Mennonite  Mission 


ASSOCIATED  MENNONITE  BIBLICAL  SEMINARY 


3   9304   01008629   7 


